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L I G H T E R  M I N D S  J.S.: Well, it's not just that. It's the doctrines 
as well, and . . . 

DR. L.: Aren't you a little young to be 

HELLO, DR. I-AURA, MY NAME IS 
judging a whole religion? 

J.S.: Yes, ma'am. That's why I'm calling. 
DR. L.: Can I ask whether your father is pre- 

JOSEPH SMITH 
J.s.: sent? No, he's out back with the chickens. 

By Alan R. Mitchell 

A modern radio talk show host offers advice to young Joseph 
Smith-and shows that God's ways are not a talk show's ways. 

DR. LAURA: Hello, this is Dr. Laura, and I 
am "My Kid's Mom." Joseph, welcome to 
the program. 

JOSEPH SMITH: Hi, Dr. Laura. I really love 
your show. 

DR. L.: Thank you. How old are you, 
Joseph? 

J.S.: Fourteen. 
DR. L.: Why aren't you in school today? 
J.S.: I'm home-schooled. 
DR. L.: Fine. What can I help you with 

today? 
J.S.: Well, my moral dilemma is which 

church to join. 
DR. L.: Why is that a problem? Which 

church does your family attend? 
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J.S.: My mother and some of my brothers 
and sisters just joined the presbyterian 
Church. 

DR. L.: And, why don't you attend with 
them? 

J.S.: I have. But I don't feel comfortable with 
some of the things they teach. 

DR. L.: Such as? 
J.S.: The way they baptize. The things they 

teach. So I was thinking about joining the 
Methodist Church. 

DR. L.: Because? 
J.S.: I'm more comfortable there. 
DR. L.: Because? 
J.s.: 1 like the minister. 
DR. L.: So, you are fourteen years old, and 

you want to not attend church with your 
family because of a minister. You are 
basing a lifetime decision on one person. 

DR. L.: Are you toylng with me, Joseph? 
J.S.: My father is in charge, if that's what you 

mean. 
DR. L.: What does he say? 
J.s.: He says I ought to decide for myself. 

DR. L.: Of which faith is he? 
J.s.: Christian, but he doesn't attend 

church with Mom and the rest. He stays 
home and reads the Bible. Says it's a 
waste of time to try to find out anything 
about God and heaven from either the 
Presbyterians or Methodists. 

DR. L.: Now excuse me, Joseph, I just want 
to point out to our listeners that it is 
usually the woman who takes the lead 
in religon in the home. The man fol- 
lows the woman's lead. Adolescent boys 
usually identify with their father. And 
Joseph, you've taken after your father? 

J.S.: Yes, as far as the Presbyterians are 
concerned. But I disagree with him on 
staylng home. I can't believe there is not 
a church out there somewhere that is 
the church of God. 

DR. L.: Joseph, each religion teaches us 
moral values such as not stealing, not 
lying, and so forth. You are familiar with 
the ten commandments, are you not? 

J.S.: Yes, ma'am. 
DR. L.: Because your parents are not 

united in their religon, I think you need 
to support your mother, who is at least 
attending church and trying to teach her 
family good moral values. 

J.S.: That's what my brother Hymm thinks. 
But I don't want to pretend I'm a com- 
mitted member of a church when I can't 
believe their doctrine. 

DR. L.: But you don't know the doctrine isn't 
true. You could take it on faith. 

J.S.: Well, let me tell you what weakens my 
faith. All the churches are trylng to get 
converts up here, and they pretend to 
love their fellow man so much. But if 
someone attends another church for just 
one Sunday, you know, to try it out, they 
come to you and tell you the other guys 
are wrong, and start to explain why, and it 
sort of makes sense. But then you go to 
the other guys, and they can tell why they 
are right and the others are wrong. And 
that makes sense, too. So here I am, with 
this dilemma. I'm sure God isn't behind 
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all of this confusion. I think one of the 
churches, somewhere, must be the one he 
set up. 

DR. L.: Joseph, Joseph. Calm down, okay 
Adolescence is a difficult part of child- 
hood, and adolescents are known for 
being immature, impulsive, superficial, 
and hypersensitive. Could any of these re- 
late to your situation? 

J.s.: I don't know. 
DR. L.: Okay Listen to someone who was 

fourteen once and made it through 
kggle). I don't think you are superficial- 
in fact, the superficiality of others bothers 
you. This makes you hypersensitive-you 
think that a small point of doctrine is big 
enough to invalidate the whole religon. 
But you cannot blame all of your teenage 
angst on churches. Your immaturity lets 
you think that there is only one true way 
to God. Your impulsiveness has gotten you 
in trouble when you didn't stick it out 
with your mother's church long enough to 
let it work. Religon is really about com- 
mitment. No church is going to make that 
commitment for you, from the outside. It 
has to come from the inside. Would you 

agree that you are impulsive? 
J.S.: No. It's just that I feel very deeply about 

this question. 
DR. L.: Joseph, I know how you feel. When 

you are young, feelings run so deep that 
it's as if everything depends on the out- 
come of this one decision. But you are for- 
tunate. You have parents who love you 
and trust you to make the decision that is 
right for you. They have given you 
choices. You can attend with your mother 
and siblings. You can stay home and wor- 
ship like your father does . . . which I per- 
sonally think is a cop-out. 

J.s.: (Pause) What if I keep trying churches 
out and pray, and God tells me which one 
is right? 

DR. L.: I think that would be counterpro- 
ductive. Here's why Suppose you find a 
church that meets all your requirements 
and you are certain is the only true 
church of God. If that were to happen, 
you would probably upset everybody in 
your family Joseph, do you see that intro- 
ducing another church into your family 
could be a source of contention? 

J.s.: Yes, but I'm interested in finding out- 

DR. L.: "Yes, but"! Do you know what "Yes, 
but" means? It means "No." Let me repeat 
the question: If you rejected your moth- 
er's church by joining another, do you 
think it would make your other family 
members uncomfortable and resentful? 

J.S.: No. 
DR. L.: So you think that would make them 

happy? 
J.S.: Yes. 
DR. L.: Come on, Joseph. 
J.s.: You see, if I found the truth, I would tell 

them about it, and they would want to 
look into it themselves. 

DR. L.: Joseph, you called here for my 
advice-you don't have to take it. But I'm 
saylng that religious division in the family 
is a major cause of families breaking 
apart. I encourage you to honor your par- 
ents (which is one of the Ten Big Ones, 
you know) by attending church $th your 
mother. Maybe this would encourage 
your father to start attending with you. 
When you are older and on your own, 
you can make a more permanent decision 
for yourself. Thank you for calling. I'm 
Dr. Laura. V 

THE UNPOSED SHOT 
Until you have leaned over the bedrail, 
reaching, almost falling, to kiss tissue skin, 
do not speak of life's dignity. 
First look at death at its most tangible: 
those eyes alert and sunken that see 
what you deny. 
Do not recite Dylan Thomas: there is 
no honor in fighting that good night. 
Poets lie as doctors lie. 

Death is the unposed shot- 
the body in the bed one more print 
of the negative long since developed. 
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