
S U N S T O N E  

CORNUCOPIA 
SUNSTONE invites &t musings: chatty reports, cultural trend 
sighrings, theologcal medtations. All lovdy things of good report, 
please share them. <SunstoneUT@aol. corn>. 

W T  WERE WE THINKING? 

w HEN UTAH'S GOVERNOR RECENTLY PROPOSED 
to hire his own historian, a brouhaha erupted. 
Critics said an official, state-paid, govemor-ap- 

pointed historian could not be unbiased. That seemed self evi- 
dent. All organizations approve projects to achieve their goals. 
History for history's sake is found only in the university 

During a recent visit to the Church Archives, I reflected on 
the hopeful rise and disillusioning fall of "Camelot," that brief, 
shining moment when the Church hired the best and brightest 
scholars to write official and professional history. But the first 
harvest of projects included some forbidden apples. Suddenly, 
we were out of Eden, stunned and sad that our Church could 
not yet eat the fruits of honest history. 

Amazingly we criticize the Church for foolishly abandoning 
in-house historians, and then we criticize the govemor for 
foolishly wanting one. Camelot rose and fell on the delusion 
that there was no fundamental conflict between Church em- 
ployment and writing good Church history. The Mormon glas- 
nost of open archives and big plans permitted unrealistic 

beliefs, whether from denial, bad thinking, or naive faith. 
The historians were idealistic, the Church leaders were 

pragmatic. Administrators only fund programs that serve the 
organization's agenda, and the Brethren soon concluded that 
pure history only sometimes did that, and not intentionally 
despite explicit directives. Moral: the inevitable demands of 
organizations mean a historian cannot serve two masters. 

If that's such a no-brainer for the govemor, why were we so 
surprised at the troubles over a professional Church historian? 
How could it end otherwise? Just what were we thinking? 

-I? Q. BLISS 

O u t  o f  t h e  Best  B o o k s  

FAMILY PHOTOS 
FTEN WHEN SOMEONE SPEAKS OF THEIR 
"heritage," Mormon pioneer or other, they wax roman- 
tic, idealizing. It is hard, and therefore rare, to break 

free from the abstract and imagine individuals with complex 
personalities and lives specifically lived. Marilyn Bushman-Carl- 
ton, 1999 Utah Poet of the Year, has such an imagnation. The 
poems in Cheat Grass (Utah State Poetry Society, 1999) are rich 
and varied snapshots of her grandparents' lives-love's first 
flushes, quietly joyful homesteading in Santa Clara, Utah, and 

Pecul iar  People  

CHARACTERISTICS 
OF N E W  MOTHERS 

IN 1995, THE NATIONAL SURVEY 
of Family Growth interviewed a na- 
tional sample of about 10,000 women 
between the ages of 14 and 44. There 
are some interesting differences and 
non-differences between LDS and other 
new mothers. LDS mothers are much 
more likely to be married when the 
babv is born. and to nurse the babv. LDS 
moihers are'slightly more likely ;o be 
employed outside the home at the time 
the-baby is born. But there is no differ- 

0 ence in the percentage of mothers who 
Manied at Mtth of child Used Mtth wntml befom wncap(ion Nursed baby Employsd had used birth control before concep- 

tion. 
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family days in tent or house trailer. There is no explicit Mormon All-Seeing Eye 
content. but what is more Mormon than meditating on 
Grandma Olive's and Grandpa Vernon's life together through 
cares and time? In knowing them, we learn how to seek out our 
own dead in our minds. The poem below snaps in black and 
white a dry Depression domesticity 

MOCKINGBIRD 

Photos show the tent in Ivins 
where the family lived 
for three years of the Depression. 
Combed and about thirteen, 
Beverly is nearly as tall 
as the four boarded sides. 
Vernon added 
the glass windows and door. 
You can hear the wind 
tear the cottonwoods, 
whip the canvas top, 
see Olive and fourteen-year-old Walter 
battling it down one night 
while Vernon is away selling, 
can hear Shirley praylng 
in the safety of the white sheets. 

In another photo, Shirley leans against 
the iron foot of Walter's bed 
under the lean-to heaped with willows, 
the four poles, tree limbs, 
Red Mountain bared behind. 
She models sailor pants 
and a blouse she's sewn. 
Nearby, a coal stove and Walter, 
a thumb in his belt, 
weather clouding his eyes. 

Here, Norma and Vernon 
wear smiles and hats. His tilts back, 
exposing a vein in his forehead. 

Olive is not pictured. 
I can hear her inside- 
the slap of the flyswatter, 
the straw broom scraping 
the packed dirt floor. 
Perhaps her soprano 
"Take me home again, Kathleen," 
or KOA on the Atwater Kent radio 
all the way from Denver. 
She could be sewing underwear 
from flour sacks she's bleached, 
or crocheting the edges of pillowcases. 

More likely, 
she didn't look just right. 

WEARING YOUR FAITH 
ON YOUR. . . BACK? 

L AST FALL, THIS PICTURE CIRCULATED AMONG 
the LDS Intemet-linked. The good brother's obvious af- 
fection and respect for Latter-day prophets will provide 

him missionary opportunities all the days of his life. No doubt 
his engraven images predate President Hinckley's recent admo- 
nition against tattoos. 

T w e n t y  Years  Ago i n  S u n s t o n e  

A WAY OF ORDERING AND 
CREATING OUR WORLD 

I N THE MARCH 1979 ISSUE OF SUNSTONE, JAMES E. 
Faulconer argued why scripture stands above all other sto- 
ries humans create to make sense of their world. 

"The Greek, Hindu, or other myths are thus attempts by 
human beings to order their world. As long as they reflect the 
structure of the world from the point of view of those who 
share the myths, they are true. But because they are human 
creations, creations by those with only limited vision, when 
the world changes, when such myths are unable to order the 
world because there are elements of existence of which they 
cannot take account, when it becomes apparent that the myths 
in question are expressions of the finite vision of human beings 
rather than the infinite vision of God, they become false. 

"On the other hand, scripture-the myth, if you will, that is 
always true-provides a concrete focus for the understanding 
and contemplation of events from the point of view of the Fa- 
ther rather than from the human point of view. The scriptures, 
like the myths, collect the fragments of human existence into a 
unity of beginning and end and, unlike myths, provide us with 
an 'instantaneous' perception of the eternal rather than the fi- 
nite. . . . 

"They are accounts given, but by the Father, of events 
which are to be the focal point for an understanding of things 
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TO BE ASKED THE 

4 

-, 

Have you committed murder, b y  shedding innocent blood, or consenting thereto? 
I I a r e  you betrayed your  brethren or sisters in ariything? 
Have you committed adultery, b y  having any  connection with a woman t h a t  was not your  

wife, o r  a man that  was not your  husband? 
Have you taken and made use of property not your  own, without the consent of  t h e  

owner? , 
Have you cu t  h a y  wbere you  had  no right to, o r  turned your  animals into another per- 

son's grain o r  field, without his knowledge and consent? 
Have you lied about o r  maliciouslymisrepmsented any person o r  thing? 
Have you  borrowed anything t h a t  you  have not returned, o r  paid for? 
Have you borne false witness against yonr  neighbor? 
Have you taken t h e  name of the Deity in vain? 
Have you coveted anything not your  own? 
Have you been intoxicated-with strong drink? 
Have you  found lost property and not returned it t o  the  owner, o r  used all diligence to 

do &? 
Have you branded an animal that you did not know to be your own? 
Have you taken another's horn or mule &om the range and rode it, without the owner's consent? 
Have yon fulfilled your pro& in paying your debts, or ran into debt without prospect of paying? 
Have you taken water to irrigate with, when it belonged to another pereon at the time you used itc 
Do you pay your tithing prompdy? 
Do you teach your t b i l y  the gospel of salvatim? 
&I you speak against yonr brethren, or agaimt any principle taught us in the Bibb, Book of Dformy, 

&k ofDocuine and Covenants, Revelations given through Joseph Smith the Prophet and the Presi- 
doncy of the Church as now organized? 

Do you pray in your family night and morning and attend to secret prayer? 
Do you wnsh your body and have your Emily do so, as often as health and cleanliness requir~ and cir- 

cumstanem will permit? 
Do you labor six days and rest, or go to the house of worship, on the seventh? 
Do you and your family attend Ward meetings? 
Do you preside over your household as a serpant of God, and is your family subject to you? 
Havo you Inbored diligently and earned faitl~fully the wages paid you by yonr employers? 
De you oppross the hireling in hi wages? 
Have you taken up and converted any stray animal to your own use, or in any mannet appropriated 

ollc lo your benefit, without accounting therefor to the proper authorities.? 

- 

In answor to tho abovc questions, let a11 men and women conf' to the ptzmr18 they have injured dnd 
make restitution, or satisfaction. And when ciltcchising the p p l o ,  tho Bisllops, l'-heni, nfiis~iona- 
rics and other officers in h e  Church aro not at liberty to pry into sbls h a t  are b e w ~ e n  n person and his 
or her God, but let such p c m m  wnfoss to tho proper authority, that 'the adversary may not have an op. 
portunity to takc advantryc of llurnan wollknesscs, and thercby dcstroy souls. 
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S U N S T O N E  

within ourselves. They are about each of us; 
they are about all of us. . . . 

"Seeing the story in this way, we see the 
scriptures as a way of ordering and explaining 
and therefore creating our world." 

As T h e  C e n t u r y  T u r n s  . . 

DO YOU WASH 
YOUR BODY? 

A FORERUNNER OF TODAY'S TEMPLE 
recommend interview, the list at left 
was used by Church leaders around the 

close of the nineteenth century. From today's 
perspective, many questions are dam funny. 
They provide glimpses of the hot-issues of a 
very different, rural Church ("Have you 
branded an animal that you did not know to be 
your own?") and hints of influence from the 
national discussion of social issues ("Do you 
oppress the hireling in his wages?"). 

MY C r e e d  

Latter-daj- Saints were excited when the Smithsonian acquired one of the 
remaining orignal Nauvoo Temple sunstones. Now the presti~ous Mu- 
seum ofAmerican Folk Art in New York City has joined in the celebration 
of LDS iconography, displaying a Mormon pioneer woodcut sun from the 
Museum of Church History and Art in its recent d b i t i o n  on fision and 
Prophecy in American Folk Art and on the official T-shirt. 

PATTERNS OF GOODNESS 

I BELIEVE THAT CREEDS ARE AN ABOMINATION, NOT 
because Joseph Smith 1:19 puts them in a bad light, but 
because I'm the type of person who's never quite sure 

what to believe anyway. 
1. I believe it would be nice i f  there were a God, and-if 

there is one-1 believe that we are made in her image. This 
would mean that God is rather like us, and we are rather like 
God, a thing infinitely more flattering to us than to God. I real- 
ize this is a somewhat tautological and pathetically incomplete 

way to describe God, but I cannot do anything about it. In any 
case, it leads me to seek God in the faces and thoughts of my 
brothers and sisters more than through institutional structures. 

2. I believe that i f  there is a God, we are her creations. Un- 
derstanding this, we should love ourselves and each other with 
an infinite love, because we are all members of the same family 
and have God's endorsement, as our creator, to exist, no matter 
what the state of our souls. However, if there is no God, we 
should really love each other because, without the hope of 
God's merciful intervention, we are all the hope there is in a 
sometimes cruel universe. 

AML WRITING CONTESTS 
FICTION spaced in easily readable type. Entries will not be returned. Submit man- 

uscripts by May 30, 2001, to lrreantum's fiction editor, Tory Anderson, 
THE ASSOCIATION FOR MORMON LETERS announces its first Irrean- O, Box 445, Utah 84639. 

tum magazine fiction contest. All entries must relate explicitly or implicitly 
to Mormon experience in some way. Any fictional form will be considered, 
including short stories, excerpts from novels, screenplays, and play NOVEL 
scripts, from any genre, including literary, mystery, romance, science fic- THE ASSOCIATION FOR MORMON LETERS is also sponsoring the 
tion, fantasy, historical, and horror. Multiple entries by the same author Marilyn Brown Novel Award Contest for an unpublished novel. Because it 
are allowed, and there are no entry fees. No entry may exceed 8,500 is a Mormon Letters contest, no anti-Mormon novels will be accepted. 
words. PRIZE: $1,000 (unless no winner is chosen). 

PRIZES: First Place-$1 00; Second Place-$75; Third Place-$50 SUBMllllNG: All entries should be copied on both sides of the pa- 
(unless judges determine entries are of insufficient quality to merit per and be bound with a comb binding (exactly like a book.) No identifi- 
awards). Winners agree to give lrreantum first publication rights. cation should appear on the manuscript, and a sealed envelope 

SUBMITTING: To facilitate blind judging, entries should be submitted containing the title, author, address, phone, and e-mail must accompany 
with a removable cover sheet with author's name, address, telephone the manuscript. In addition, contestants must submit a SASE. All entries 
number, e-mail address, and manuscript title. Author's name should ap- must be submitted by July 1,2001. Address: AMCs Marilyn Brown Novel 
pear on no other page of the manuscript. All entries should be double- Award Contest, 125 Hobble Creek Canyon, Springville, Utah 84663. 
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3. I believe that Joseph Smith was a prophet whenever he said 
h g s  that were prophetic, and I believe that whenever I say 
h g s  that are prophetic, I am a prophet, too. Prophets are indi- 
viduals who are prophetic; they are not simply men whose words 
we believe because they inherited the title "prophet, seer, and rev- 
elator." I reahze that t h ~ ~  leaves us with no sure-fire method of 
knowing what is true, and I am comfortable with that. 

4. I believe that whether or not Mormonism is the one m e  re- 
ligon, it is a rich source of  truth, and for all its faults, I am not 
sony I landed in it. Since one of the basic messages of Mor- 
monism is continuing revelation, I believe that the borders of one's 

personal scriptures are flexible and permeable. We can discard 
parts of them and include other things we find truthful, in- 
cluding the writings of other cultures such as the Torah, Ko- 
ran, and Kama Sutra; or other people such as Martin Buber, 
Alice Walker, a General Authority, or one of the September Six. 
These borders could be further expanded to embrace an Emily 
Dickinson poem, a Gary Larsen cartoon, a Chinese fortune 
straight from the cookie, or a comment by a friend if any of 
them satisfied the minimum standard of sacred wisdom. My 
personal scriptures differ from the LDS standard works; never- 
theless, it is wonderful to have institutionally designated holy 

Trans la t ed  C o r r e c t l y  

"IT IS BETTER. . . TO BE MARRIED THAN TO BE TORTURED" 
I CORINTHIANS 7:  1-9 

KING JAMES VERSION NEW TESTAMENT IN MODERN THE NEW JERUSALEM BIBLE 
ENGLISH, J. B. Phillips Doubleday, 1985 

Macmillan, 1972 

C H A P T E R  7 C H A P T E R  7 11: ANSWERS TO VARIOUS QUESTIONS 
The question of  maniage in present circum- 

A: M A R R I A G E  A N D  V I R G I N I T Y  
stances 

NOW concerning the things whereof 7 Now for the questions about which you 
ye wrote unto me: It is good for a NOW let me deal with the questions raised in wrote. Yes, it is a good thing for a man not to 
man not to touch a woman. your letter. touch a woman; -yet to avoid immorality every 

2 Nevertheless, to avoid fomica- It is a good principle for a man to have no man should have his own wife and every woman 
tion, let every man have his own physical contact with women. Nevertheless, be- her 0- husband, *The husband must give to his 
wife, and let every woman have her cause casual liaisons are so prevalent, let every wife what she has a right to expect, and so too the 
own husband. man have his Own wife and every her wife to her husband. *The wife does not have au- 

3 Let the husband render unto own husband. The husband should give his thority over her own body, but the husband does; 
the wife due benevolence: and like- wife what is due to her as his wife, and the wife 
wise also the wife unto the husband. should be as fair to her husband. The wife has and in the same way, the husband does not have 

4 The wife hath not power of her no longer full rights over her own person, but authority Over his Own body but the wife does. 

own body, but the husband: and shares them with her husband. In the same way must not deprive each except by mu- 

likewise also the husband hath not the husband shares his personal rights with his tual COnsent for a limited time, to leave   ourselves 
power of his own body, but the wife. wife. Do not cheat each other of normal sexual free for prayer, and to come together again after- 

5 Defraud ye not one the other, intercourse, unless of course you both decide to wards; otherwise Satan may take advantage of 
except it be with consent for a time, abstain temporarily to make special opportunity any lack of self-control to put you to the test. *I 
that ye may give yourselves to fasting for prayer. But afterwards YOU should resume am telling you this as a concession, not an order. 
and prayer; and come together again, relations as before, or you will expose your- .I should still like everyone to be as I am myself; 
that Satan tempt you not for your in- selves to the obvious temptation of Satan. but everyone has his own gift from God, one this 
continency. I give the advice above more as a concession kind and the next something different. 

6 But I speak this by permission, than as a command. 1 wish that all men were To the unmanied and to widows I say: it is 
and not of commandment. like but I that every0ne has his good for them to stay as they are, like me, . B ~ ~  if 

7 For 1 would that all men were own particular gift from God, some one thing they cannot exercise self-control, let them many, 
even as I myself. But every man hath and some another. Yet to those who are unmar- since it is better to be manied than to be 
his proper gift of God, one after this ried or widowed, I say definitely that it is a good 
manner, and another after that. thing to remain unattached, as I am. But if they UP. 

8 I say therefore to the unmarried have not the gift of self-control in such matters, 
and widows, It is good for them if by all means let them get mamed. It is better for 
they abide even as I. them to be mamed than to be tortured by un- 

9 But if they cannot contain, let satisfied desire. 
them marry: for it is better to marry 
than to bum. 
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books. These normative core writings bind me to a vital com- 
munity of seekers. Mormon spiritual journeys differ, but be- 
cause our leaps of faith are rooted in common texts, no matter 
how far we travel, our origins link us. 

5. I believe there is much corruption within Mormonism; indeed, 
within organized religion, and certainly where there is no religion. I 
am rather corrupt myself, and sometimes I enjoy it. Interest- 
ingly, when I read the scriptures, the corruption I see in Mor- 
monism is what the ancient prophets lamented about in their 
religious communities. I find this commonality rather faith 
promoting. Indeed, a bond Mormons have with other religions 
and secular societies, past and present, is our mutual conup- 
tion. Because of this, I feel a kinship with people of other faiths 
(or unfaiths); it's a kinship many do not find at all flattering. 
Nevertheless, when we seek passionately enough, we find pat- 
terns of goodness and truth everywhere. 

6. I believe that there is a purpose to the tremendous suffering 
and sin upon the earth because 1 cannot bear to think otherwise. I 
depend upon the healing power of Christ as I contemplate the 
suffering of others and my own inevitable suffering. The image 
of God as Christ descending to become one with us in conup- 
tion and pain is powerful and healing. I embrace it with grati- 
tude and fear-gratitude because of God's love for humans 
and other creatures; fear because it anticipates the grief and 
suffering of the world, which I have learned I cannot escape, 
but must also come to know. In doing so, I believe I am acting 
as Christ would have, unlocking the image of God within me. 

7.  I believe that this is the end of my creed. 
-SONJA FARNSWORTH 

Alliance f o r ' h ~ t h  
Service 

"Changing Lives Thru Service" 

ALLIANCE FOR YOUTH SERVICE is an LDS 
non-profit, all-volunteer organization 

of youth, parents, and leaders. 

AYS WORKS IN PARTNERSHIP with existing 
humanitarian organizations to organize 

LDS-oriented service sessions 

Visit our website cwww.ays.org> 

Learn more about our summer 2001 
service sessions. Spaces still available for 

l 
our Nicaragua and Guatemala trips! 

FAITH IN EVERY KEYSTROKE 

0 N A RECENT EVENING, I SEARCHED YAHOO'S 
innumerable e-groups for "Mormon" and t'nen spent 
hours browsing the titles, descriptions, and home 

pages of the two hundred seventy groups the search generated. 
From weightloss4ldsmoms to mormonpolygyny to sharingthe- 
gospel to starship-zion (a Book of Mormon reading group), it's a 
diverse and awesome array of supporting, questioning, an- 
swering, and sharing about worthy concerns and hopeless 
dead-ends. In every group description, there's a Mormon 
earnestness that's more than just passion for a topic but a sense 
of virtue in organizing the group, of being anxiously engaged 
sharing tips on PrimaryPage or deciphering headlines on Se- 
cretCombinations. The description for the christiantolerance 
group was itself intolerant; still, the organizer's desire to create 
for herself a nurturing space in this hostile world is touching: 

To join this group you must believe in Jesus Christ. 
Warning: mistress of this mail group is Mormon. So if 
you are predjudiced please don't join. I believe we 
have a right to believe as our hearts dictate. All who 
believe in Jesus are Christian. We are here to learn 
from each other, not to put down one another. To up- 
lift and to celebrate our love and belief in Jesus Christ. 
Remember, you may freely express belief, but you 
must not push anything on anyone; if so, you will be 
removed from this group. 

"A long overdue primer on one of the fastest 
growing religions in the world,. .This book is 

eminently fair, well researched and exhaustive.. ." 
--The Nerv York Times Book Rectieru 

APRIL 2001 PAGE 25 



Blessedly, StriplingRoad Warriors meets the quirky motorcycle- 
riding needs that a lifetime of 100-percent visiting teachers 
never could, and Mormonmodelcollectors links the five Mor- 
mons in the world who want to "discuss model horses . . . and 
. . . talk about things that pertain to Latter-day Saints (temple 
dedications, callings, spiritual experiences, etc.)" 

On the other hand, the intemet's democratic nature allows 
adam-god to spread ideas that were wisely jettisoned long ago. 
(We may yet come to lament the internet's destabilizing of LDS 
thought control.) 

Thankfully, there is consolation in the popular vote. While 
the zealous sites are legion, they usually have dam few sub- 

scribers (often fewer than five); whereas, the humor sites are 
few but very popular. That mormon-jokes's 890 subscribers 
tops every other Mormon Yahoo group may, happily, mean 
that we don't take ourselves too seriously But maybe not- 
the nerdy description for sem-joke ("People who enjoy good, 
clean, often religous, particularly Mormon, sometimes com- 
puter humor") and the other joke groups' cautions about im- 
proper humor show how sober we really are, even in humor. 
In despair, I logged off, having passed my daily quota of Mor- 
mon culture. Still, I wonder, just how bad can the jokes be? 

-W E. B. LURKER 

O f  Good Report 

TO STAND AS A (POLITICAL) WITNESS 

Stephen L Carter, author ofseveral books 3zcludmgThe Culture of Disbelief and Reflections of an 
Affirmative Action Baby, & one ofAmerica2 leadmg consemtive voices. In hzs htest book, God's Name in Vain: 

The Wrongs and Rights of Religion in Politics, he argues, contray to the of the "cultuml elites, " 
for the legitimate and needed contributions of~ligious voices in public and political debates. 

T HE INFURIATING TRUTH OF THE ELITE CELE- better than the Religious Right, only smarter. . . and'it has co- 
bration of diversity is that the celebration is limited operated with elite efforts to fix the rules so that nobody else 
by a staggering, absolutely staggering, moral arro- can win. Which is why clergy who endorse political candi- 

gance. Our cultural elites believe they have much to teach dates are condemned but clergy who destroy traditional val- 
but nothing to learn. Multiculturalism is the cloak behind ues are lionized. And why the barbed wire on the wall of 
which they hide this truth. The true reason school vouchers separation of church and state faces inward, keeping religion 
are ultimately bad in the elite view is that they might give imprisoned. And why so many churches have lowered their 
parents-parents, imagine that!-too much authority over sights, no longer trying to work in God's creation, wonylng 
what their children learn. . . . If parents can choose their chil- only about filling the seats. And why continued prosperity IS 

dren's education, there is a terrible risk that their children so crucial to the culture's survival, for our nation's wealth 
will grow up with ideas radically different from the cultural buys off many religonists who might othenvise be suffi- 
norm. This genuine diversity would be a threat to elite values ciently discontented to try to make things different. . . . 
and must therefore not be allowed. Sometimes it seems that Yet I believe that the religious should rarely opt for coer- 
the point of multiculturalism is to make sure all cultures are cion (which is all that policy is, no matter who creates it) as a 
basically the same, except, of course, for singing and dancing means of awakening a cranky and reluctant world to the 
and sampling exotic food and the occasional recitation of a hlgher truth that nearly every religion believes it can teach. 
famous speech. . . . The biblical tradition of prophetic witness, being forceful in 

Yet I would not want to be taken as suggesting that the criticism of the sovereign but doing it from without rather 
moral arrogance of the Religous Left is greater than the arro- than from within, still seems to me to represent religous ac- 
gance of the Religious Right. That competition would, I sus- tivism at its best. Religion, as we have seen, can inspire people 
pect, be a very close and depressing one. On the right, too, to do great things. It can also inspire them to commit great 
are religious leaders who believe that they already know all crimes. Those who fear religion, like those who love it, have 
the answers, who want no new arguments, who refuse to ac- reasons for their sentiments. . . which is another reason for re- 
cept the possibility that traditions other than their own might ligionists who are seized by great ideas to be prayerful in their 
possess a piece of truth. Of those who get involved in elec- activism and to proceed with care. 
toral politics, this is particularly true-for politics seems to Nevertheless, taking care or not, it is vital to proceed. . . . 
provoke many faithful believers to remarkable feats of theo- In the end, a religion that believes in its own truth should 
logical certainty, so that they know, for certain, where Jesus move as that truth directs. If God calls the believer to witness, 
stands on the capital gains tax. . . . then the believer must go into the wilderness and witness. 

Still, the Religous Right's hopeless efforts to fiddle with -STEPHEN L. CARTER 
the law pale beside the Religious Left's successful efforts to from God 3 Name in Vain. 
fiddle with the culture. The Religious Left is not necessarily Basic Books, 2000, 191-194 
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S U N S T O N E  

MORMON INDEX 
Number of images of Christ published in the Ensign during the year 1971: 5 

Number of images of Christ published in the Ensign during the year 1999: 119 

Percentage of Amencans who pray before making major financial decisions: 61 

Percentage of Americans who pray every day: 58 

Percentage of American adults who attend religous services at least once a week: 47 

Amount the Church pays independent contractors to write text for the Tabernacle Choir's weekly Music and the Spoken Word: $325 

Amount paid for an 1830 Book of Mormon at a recent Salt Lake auction: $58,000 

Amount paid for an 1849 Mormon $20 piece: $55,000 

Amounts listed at the auction for Mark Hofmann forgeries: $1,500 to $4,000 

Amount paid for a receipt for vegetable soup that was signed by Joseph Smith: $5,000 

Percentage of BYU faculty who believe a candidate's academic prominence does not justify overlooking their religious beliefs in hiring: 89 

Percentage of BYU faculty who believe they should avoid research that might draw into question LDS Church or university procedures: 66 

Percentage of Notre Dame faculty who think they should be free to pursue any idea, even if it questions tenets of faith: 75 

Percentage of BYU full-time faculty who are not members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints: 5 

Percentage of Utahns who are "Mormon": 69 

Percentage of those who say they are "very active": 55 

Percentage of those who claim to be "somewhat active": 20 

Number of current or former Church members who are published writers of works of "speculative fiction," or science fiction: 175 

Number of Catholics who are published writers of such works of "speculative fiction": 30 

Number of times greater chance that a young, non-Mormon male in Utah will commit suicide than will one who is active LDS: 6 

Number of times greater chance that a young, inactive Latter-day Saint male will commit suicide than one who is active: 4 

Percentage of Mormon women with two or fewer children who suffer from depression: 28.2 

Percentage of Mormon women with three or more children who suffer from depression: 19.4 

Percentage of U.S. Latter-day Saints over age thirty who have ever married: 97.5 

Percentage of U.S. Catholics over age thirty who have ever married: 88.6 

Percentage of U.S. persons over age 30 who claim no religion who have ever married: 81.0 

Number of medals won by L D ~  athletes in the 2000 Summer Olympics in Sydney, Australia: 4 

Total number of known LDS athletes to participate in the summer games: 18 

Number of LDS temples currently in operation: 100 

Number of LDS temples dedicated since Gordon B. Hinckley was ordained as president of the Church: 53 

Percentage of Boy Scout units sponsored by Methodists and Mormons: 35 

Number of scouts in troops sponsored by the Church: 412,240 

1, 2 BYU Studies 39:3 (2000) 59; 3.4 ,  5 Deseret News, 28 Aug. 1999; 6 aml-list, 18 Oct. 1999; 7, 8, 9, 10 Deseret News, 21 Nov 1999; 11.12. 
13.14 Salt Lake Tribune, 21 Oct.1999; 15, 16, 17 Salt Lake Tnbune, 27 Nov. 1999; 18, 19 Dallas Morn~ng News, 21 Oct. 2000, 3G; 

20, 21 BYU Studies 39:3 (2000) 179; 22, 23 Damd C. Spendlove. Dee W West, and William M .  Stanish, "Risk Factors and the Prevalence of  Depression in 
Mormon Women," in Rel~gion, Mental Health, and the Latter-day Salnts (Religious Studies Center. BW), 40; 24, 25, 26 Tlm B. Heaton and Kristen L. Goodman, 

"Rel~gion and Family Formation," in Religion, Mental Health, and the Latter-day Saints, 116; 27 Ensign, Nov. 2000, 109; 28 Ensign, Nov 2000, 112; 
29, 30 Enslgn. Nov  2000, 68; 31.32 Washington Times, 11 Aug. 1999. 
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