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PROPOSITION 22 DOMINATES 
CALIFORNIA WARDS' ATTENTION, 

DIVIDES MEMBERS 

ON 7 MARCH 2000, California 
voters endorsed, 61.4 percent to 
38.6 percent, a ballot measure 
designed to prevent the state 
from recognizing same-sex mar- 
riages that might, at some future 
date, be performed in other 
states. The measure, Proposition 
22-also known as the "Knight 
Initiative," for the legslator who 
sponsored it-received over- 
whelming support from Cal- 
ifornia Mormons, who received 

explicit direction from Church 
leaders not only to vote "ES," 
but to donate money (specific 
amounts were suggested in some 
cases), and to spend large 
amounts of time canvassing 
voters both by phone and door- 
to-door. Although church mem- 
bers who supported the initiative 
took opposition to their stance in 
stride, the nearly year-long drive 
toward election day brought in- 
tense media scrutiny of the 

Church's actions, placed strain 
on gay Mormons and their family 
members, and in some cases di- 
vided wards and neighborhoods 
as the topic increasingly came to 
dominate church meetings and 
members' attention. 

THE ROAD TO CALIFORNIA 

CHURCH leaders brought their 
anti-gay maniage campaign to 
California following highly pub- 

I It's divisive. It's intrusive. It's unfair. I 

licized financial contributions to 
similar efforts in Hawaii and 
Alaska. Dubbed by leaders a 
"moral" rather than "political" 
issue, official support for anti-gay 
legslation brings to mind, as 
many observers have noted, the 
Church's anti-ERA drive in the 

"If there be any Mormon millionaire who objects to this union, 
let him write out his check now or forever hold his peace." 
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1970s and early 1980s. In I 
some ways, the new cam- 
paign might be classed as 
an extension of the earlier 
crusade, since much of the 
official church rhetoric 
surrounding the ERA fo- 
cused on a perceived 
threat that the amendment 
would open doors to gay 
civil rights and erode "tra- 
ditional" mamage in other 
ways. 

Some religous leaders, 
such as Archbishop Mark 
Shirilau of the Ecumenical 
Catholic Church, pleaded 
with LDS leaders to recon- 
sider their position on the 
initiative. However, as so- 
ciologist Kendall White 

out in a November 
1999 paper before the 
Society for the Scientific 
~ t u d i o f  Religion, the cam- 
paign actually had an ecu- 
menical result of sorts, 
furthering the Church's al- 

It's 

It's 

It's 

Simple- 

Common Sense... 

Only l4 Words- 

liances with segments of I 
the Religious Right that FROM A BROCHURE BY THE PROTECTION OF MARRIAGE COMMITTEE 
historically have consid- 
ered Mormons to be non- Pamphlets such as this argued that there is a huge difference 
Christian. 

Unlike the campaigns 
in Hawaii and Alaska, to 
which Church headquar- 
ters in Salt Lake City made lump- 
sum contributions of $600,000 
and $500,000 dollars respec- 
tively, the drive to endorse 
Proposition 22 in California en- 
tailed rallying members to raise 
funds themselves and to volun- 
teer time campaigning. Such ac- 
tivities are again reminiscent of 
the anti-ERA movement but, un- 
like that drive, were publicly ac- 
knowledged to a much greater 
degree, at least following the first 
signs of media coverage. 

Much of the institutional 
groundwork for the anti-gay 
movement within the Church 
(leaders prefer the term "pro- 
family" to "anti-gay") is provided 
by "The Family: A Proclamation 
to the World," the 1995 docu- 
ment in which church leaders af- 
firmed Mormonism's belief that 
the patriarchal nuclear family re- 
flects Go& design for gender and 

between "respecting a person's right to same-sex 
relationships and endorsing 'same-sex marriages.'" 
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PRIVATE, THEN PUBLIC, 
INVOLVEMENT 

PROPOSITION 22 was placed 
on the ballot by Republican state 
senator Pete Knight after he had 
unsuccessfully attempted, for 
several years, to pass similar leg- 
islation as a bill. (During the , 

course of the campaign, Knight, 
who has been criticized by oppo- 

sex roles. The document specifi- 
cally asserts the existence of tradi- 
tional male and female roles and 
includes an injunction against ho- 
mosexuality But in combining ef- 
forts with other conservative 
religious groups, the Church has 
by default embraced a national 
movement that bases its legal jus- 
tification for opposing gay mar- 
riage on precedents set by 

structed Mormons that '[tlhe one- 
wife system not only degenerates 
the human family, both physically 
and intellectually, but it is entirely 
incompatible with philosophical 
notions of immortality; it is a lure 
to temptation, and has always 
proved a curse to a people."' 
Femandez also compared the 
Church's recent endorsement of 
anti-gay legislation as an unfortu- 

nineteenth-century anti- nents as racist, 
polygamy Supreme court "Mormonism has sexist, and homo- 
decisions. Critics of the phobic, was ac- 
Churchkstancepointed never spoken with one c u s e d b y h i s o m  
to this irony in editorials gay son of being 
throughout the debates. >> voice on marriage. motivated in this 
"Mormonism has never initiative by per- 
spoken with one voice on -RICK FERNANDEZ prejudice 
mamage," wrote Rick against his 
Fernandez, Public Rel- lifestyle.) Church 

involvement began in May 1999 
when a letter signed by the North 
America West Area Presidency 
called on California church 

ations Director for Affirmation: 
Gay and Lesbian Mormons. "An 
official newspaper of the Church 
[in the nineteenth century] in- 

nate imitation of persecution 
early church members received 
for their unconventional marital 
practices. 
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members to "do all you can by 
donating your means and time" 
in support of the Knight initia- 
tive. Later that month, a follow- 
up letter to Califomia Stake 
Presidents by Elder Douglas L. 
Callister, informed them that ef- 
forts should not use church 
property, letterhead, or general 
announcements in church meet- 
ings. (See sidebar for both let- 

ters.) These instructions to 
leaders were not widely reported 
in the media until July, when the 
San Francisco &miner began an 
investigation of LDS backing for 
the proposition. The newspaper 
quoted a Church spokesman as 
saying that although the message 
to local church members should 
be considered as "inspired and 
coming from the Lord," members 

would still have the "option" to 
vote against the measure without 
threat of church discipline. The 
Examiner's coverage led San 
Francisco Supervisor Mark Leno 
to request an investigation of the 
Church's tax-exempt status, 
questioning "whether a chari- 
table organization such as the 
Mormon church can ask its 
members for their money as well 

as their support of a political 
campaign." In Salt Lake, the 
Church-owned Deseret News re- 
sponded with an editorial calling 
Len05 "invocation" of the IRS 
"Nixonesque" and a threat to free 
religion and free speech. 

The predictable cultural di- 
vide between Supervisor Leno 
and the NewSs editors was soon 
supplanted by equally potent di- 

FIRST LETTER FROM 
NORTH AMERICA WEST AREA PRESIDENCY 

TO CALIFORNIA LATTER-DAY SAINTS 

May 11,1999 
To: Area Authority Seventies, Stake Presidents, 

Mission Presidents, Bishops, Branch Presidents, and 
all Church Members in California (to be read in 
priesthood and Relief Society meetings of each ward 
and branch by a member of the stake presidency or 
high council on May 23 or May 30, 1999). 

Dear Brethren and Sisters: 
Preserving Traditional Marriage 
On March 7,2000, Californians will vote to affirm 

that the union of one man and one woman is the only 
form of mamage that will be legally recognized in 
California. 

This traditional mamage initiative provides a clear 
and significant moral choice. The Church's position 
on this issue is unequivocal. On February 1, 1994, 
the First Presidency wrote to all priesthood leaders: 

"The principles of the gospel and the sacred re- 
sponsibilities given us require that The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints oppose any efforts to 
give legal authorization to marriages between persons 
of the same gender." 

~herefo;, we ask you to do all you can by do- 
nating your means and time to assure a successful 
vote. Marriage between a man and a woman is or- 
dained of God, and is essential to His eternal plan. It 
is imperative for us to give our best effort to preserve 
what our Father in Heaven has put in place. 

A broad-based coalition is being formed to work 
for passage of the traditional mamage initiative. As 
details about the coalition become available, we will 
provide you with information on how you might be- 
come involved. We thank you for your attention to 
this vital matter and pray the Lord's richest blessings 
to be with you. 

Sincerely yours, 
NORTH AMERICA WEST AREA PRESIDENCY 
John B. Dickson 
John M. Madsen 
Cecil 0 .  Samuelson 

LETTER FROM 
ELDER DOUGLAS L. CALLISTER (AREA AUTHORITY) 

TO CALIFORNIA STAKE PRESIDENTS 

May 20,1999 
To the Stake Presidents in Califomia 
Dear Brethren: 
We are grateful for your willingness to support the request of the First 

Presidency that we assist in every proper way to assure passage of the 
Traditional Marriage Initiative on the March, 2000 California ballot. This letter 
contains further instructions in connection with the raising of support funds as 
follows: 

I have been asked to supervise the raising of the funds. I will be assisted by 
Elders Memll Higham and Floyd Packard. Within a few days one of us will 
contact you. 

In every instance the contribution of a Church member will be voluntary 
and in his capacity as a private citizen. No undue pressure of any type should 
be applied. 

No fundraising may take place on Church property, through use of Church 
letterhead, or by virtue of general announcements in Church meetings. 

An education process will be required so that those approached will under- 
stand this is a moral issue, rather than political, fully justifying the support of 
LDS families. 

All checks should be made payable to "Defense of Marriage Committee" 
and mailed to Post Office Box 10637, Glendale, CA 91209-3637. We will keep 
appropriate accounting records and make these available to you for your indi- 
vidual stake. For each donor, we need the name, address, and occupation. 

Please advise the donors that contributions are not tax-deductible. 
We are pleased to accept contributions from any donor, whether or not a 

member of the Church. There is no limit on the amount of contribution, al- 
though any donor who contributes $10,000 or more must file a simple cam- 
paign report. (1 can help with this.) We may also accept checks from 
businesses. 

Experience shows that it is generally more successful to begin with the more 
affluent members, suggesting an appropriate contribution and thereafter ex- 
tend the invitation to those of lesser means. We desire that as many as possible 
be invited to contribute in order to increase the awareness of the Initiative and 
develop a personal attachment to the project. Many of these members will be 
asked to provide telephone and other grass roots efforts near election time. 

Our objective is to raise this money in 60-90 days. 
We recognize that this is a large assignment. It is evidence of our continuing 

commitment to traditional families as the fundamental unit of societv   hank 
you for this and boundless other service you so faithfully offer. 

Sincerely, 
Elder Douglas L. Callister 
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visions within LDS congregations. 
Those affected most directly were 
gay church members-many of 
whom are active in their wards 
and stakes-and their friends 
and family members. Mormon- 
related e-mail discussion groups 
soon filled with complaints from 
liberal Latter-day Saints that the 
Church was exercising undue in- 
fluence. Rumors circulated- 
soon confirmed by anti-Knight 
initiative priesthood leaders 
privy to discussions in stake 
leadership meetings-that var- 
ious church leaders were asking 
wards and stakes to set specific 
fundraising goals. 

Although Elder Lance B. 
Wickman, member of the 
Second Quorum of Seventy and 
general counsel for the Church, 
told National Public Radio in 
early August that requests for 
specific dollar amounts were 
against Church policy, the same 

news broadcast cited let- 
ters from stake presidents 
asking for specific amounts 

"The contribution of a member 
ranging from $30 to $250. 
Individual members re- 

will be voluntary. . . . 
ported being told by their 
leaders that their wards 

No undue pressure should 
had been gven specific 

1 "assessments," and others 
be applied." 

saidtheirleadershadmen- E L D E R D O U G L A S  L. CALLISTER 
tioned a desired average 

ward's fundraising up to $2,500. 
When Newsweek first covered 
Mormon involvement in August 
1999, the brief report quoted an 
unnamed local church leader 
who believed the requests for 
specific amounts were "beyond 
the bounds" of appropriate 
church involvement. 

Despite church leaders' initial 
instructions not to spend church 
meeting time on the campaign, 
by June, some members reported 
discussion of the initiative in 

donation of $250 per 
family In an Orange County 
stake, as well as in others 
throughout the state, members of 
the stake presidency visited se- 
lected families and asked for do- 
nations of $500 dollars. One Los 
Angeles church member re- 
ported in August to the Salt Lake 
Tribune that a letter from local 
church leaders suggested dona- 
tions, tailored to each memberk 
assumed income, from $1,200 to 
$10,000. "I just feel they have 
pushed it too hard," the member 
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complained. 
A solicitation letter from a sin- 

gles' ward bishopric in the Long 
Beach East stake indicated that 
the coalition supporting the 
proposition hoped to raise thirty 
million dollars: four million 
coming from California Mor- 
mons; $30,000 from their stake, 
and $5,000 from their ward. The 
letter requested $15 from full- 
time students, $30 from full-time 
workers, and indicated that a 
donor had agreed to match the 
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ward meetings or private inter- 
views with bishops at which cou- 
ples were invited to donate to the 
fundraising efforts. Following the 
October 1999 General Confer- 
ence, during which President 
Hinckley forcefully defended the 
Church's participation in the 
campaign, reports of meeting 
time and buildings being used to 
further the "Yes on 22" effort in- 
creased dramatically Church 
leaders released a video on the 
issue. Featuring Elders Neal A. 
Maxwell, Russell M. Ballard, and 
hchard G. Scott, the video was 

initially to be shown in com- 
bined Relief Society and 
Priesthood meetings, but was 
later redirected toward separate 
fireside meetings in members' 
homes. By late October, reports 
circulated that in some areas 
church callings were being issued 
for ward and stake coordinators 
for the campaign; each ward in 
California was asked to meet a 
goal of fifty volunteers working 
to support the measure. Some 
stakes held youth firesides to en- 
list teens. The pro-Knight coali- 
tion even advertised in a 

December issue of BYU'S Daily 
Universe a credit-bearing intern- 
ship available to students willing 
to spend their winter semester 
canvassing in California. 

By January 2000, when the 
North America West Area 
Presidency issued another letter 
encouraging members to "re- 
double their efforts" in support of 
the initiative, discussion of the 
issue was, by many accounts, the 
dominant subject of church 
meetings. Some members re- 
ported that bishops were in- 
structing entire wards to report 

to stake centers on Saturdays to 
walk precincts; others indicated 
that in certain cases, ward leaders 
would call from the pulpit the 
names of specific families and 
instruct them to report for cam- 
paign activities; some reported 
special meetings following the 
three-hour block on Sundays to 
focus on the measure's progress. 
Members distributed hundreds 
of lawn signs at church meetings 
and used ward phone and e-mail 
lists to pepper one another with 
reminders of campaign activities. 
In one Orange County ward, the 

GAY MORMON SUICIDES MOURNED IN PROP'S WAKE 

Clay Whitmer (left) and D. J. Thompson 
Stuart Matis 

ONLY DAYS after responding to a BW Daily Universe letter that 
compared homosexuality to pedophilia, bestiality, and Satanism, 
Stuart Matis, a 32-year-old returned missionary from Santa 
Clara, California, shot himself on the steps of a local LDS stake 
center. Although Matis's family members and some friends were 
quick to distance his death from the Church's ardent campaign 
in California for Proposition 22, the issue had clearly haunted 
Matis for months. He had written a 12-page letter to a cousin ex- 
plaining his opposition to the church's stance, which he called 
"anti-family," and he worried that gay Mormon children exposed 
to anti-gay rhetoric surrounding the ballot initiative would be 
emotionally scarred. Matis's death, widely publicized in local, 
electronic, and eventually national media (in Newsweek) was 
followed by two other suicides of young gay Mormon men, D. J. 
Thompson, of Arizona, and Clay Whitmer, of the San Francisco 
bay area. Whitmer had become friends with Matis while the two 
had served as missionaries in Italy in the late 1980s. An interfaith 
memorial service for Matis and Thompson, featuring the Salt 
Lake Men's Choir and friends of the deceased, was held 19 
March at the Cathedral Church of St. Mark (Episcopal) in Salt 
Lake City At a separate memorial service held by Matis's family, 
Robert A. Rees, Stuart's former bishop, explained that although 
Matis had become "increasingly comfortable being truly and 

openly gay" in the months leading to his death, "he had difficulty 
holding on to these [positive] feelings in the face of lifelong mes- 
sages that told him such feelings were not only wrong, but that 
he was evil for having them." He apparently believed he had 
been given a choice between living as a Mormon and living true 
to himself, but it was not one he could bring himself to make, 
despite the support of family and friends. 

What follows are excerpts from Matis's letter to a cousin, 
widely distributed on the Internet, explaining his opposition to 
the Church's activism on Proposition 22: 

Dear , 
It was meat to hear from vou. So. vou want to have my opin- " , , 

ions regarding the Knight ~hitiative? At the outset, I'll tell you 
that the events surrounding this initiative have been painfully 
difficult for me to endure. Last July, I read online that the Church 
had instructed the Bishops to read a letter imploring the mem- 
bers to give of their time and money to support this initiative. I 
almost went into a panic attack. I cried for hours in my room, 
and I could do very little to console the grief of hearing this 
news. . . . In July, I realized that I was going to have to endure 
viewing millions of dollars of television ads designed with one 
intention in mind: [to] raise fear against gay and lesbian 
Californians. What is worse is that this fear campaign has been 
orchestrated by my own friends. . . . 

If there is anything consistent in any anti-gay debate, it is the 
superfluous use of platitudes and bumper sticker slogans. The 
debate in support of the Knight Initiative is no different. The 
slogan that is repeatedly used is that the Knight Initiative is 
needed to protect families (the Church uses "defend the institu- 
tion of the familyn). . . . The problem is that this issue has been 
framed as a false dilemma and too many members and sup- 
porters of Knight have been snookered into believing it. The false 
dilemma is that either one is pro-homosexuality or pro-family 
This, of course, is false. I am gay I hate to sound redundant, but 
whether I remain celibate or find a partner, the net effect on fam- 
ilies is zero. . . . 

Ironically, the Church's positions on homosexuality have ac- 
tually been anti-family Several decades ago it was church policy 
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bishop stood at the comer of 
the parking lot (technically not 
on church grounds) and handed 
out "Yes on 22" signs as cars left 
the ward parking lot after Sunday 
meetings. 

DIVIDED RESPONSE 

SUPPORT among Latter-day 
Saints was high but not uni- 
versal. Dozens of active church 
members who opposed the 
proposition sought consolation 
and voiced indignation over 
public e-mail lists to like-minded 

Saints. In late January, a 
"Mormons against Prop 22" web- 
site was launched by disgruntled 
church members who organized 
under the name "Free Our 
Families." One group of anti-22 
Mormons circulated a call for an 
election-eve "Family Home 
Evening," appropriating this 
Church form as a way to empha- 
size their commitments both to 
the Church and to protecting the 
rights of non-traditional families. 
In another act of protest, Salt 
Lake gay activist Kathy Wor- 
thington, herself a former 

Mormon, organized a mass with- 
drawal of members from the 
Church that, at this writing, 
numbers 275 people. Although 
church officials hastened to ex- 
plain to reporters that members 
would not be punished for failing 
to support the proposition, news 
accounts reported that many 
such Mormons were afraid to 
gve reporters their names. In at 
least one well-publicized case, 
church members Alan and Yvette 
Hansen of Tracy, California, were 
placed on "informal probation" 
by their bishop after they wrote 

to their local newspaper op- 
posing the Church's stance." The 
Hansens, who also received 
threatening phone calls re- 
sponding to the "No on Prop. 22" 
sign posted in their yard, re- 
ported that several church mem- 
bers quietly congratulated them 
for their public stance. 

In Salt Lake, following the ini- 
tial waves of publicity on the 
issue, the Gay and Lesbian 
Political Action Committee of 
Utah, calling the Knight Initiative 
an "attack on gay and lesbian 
families," held a press conference 

to advocate mamage as a cure for one's homosexuality This in- alert to not divulge any clues that will identify themselves to 
evitably resulted in many broken marriages and families. The their peers. "Was my glance at that boy too long? Does he think 
Church also postulated that men became gay because of a doting I'm gay? Will he now publicize my secret and beat me up!" They 
mother and an absent father. This inevitably cast blame on the are afraid of their parents. They are afraid of their bishop. They 
grieving parents. The Church's positions and outspoken frank- are afraid of their friends. They have nowhere to go but to lay 
ness on this issue [have] nurtured a climate that is hostile for [sic] on their floors curled in a ball and weep themselves to 
young gay Mormons. Kids have sleep. 
been thrown out of homes The Church's involvement in 
under the guise of Christian "AS I type this letter, the Knight Initiative will only add 
love. Brothers and sisters have to the great pain suffered by these 
broken off contact from their there are surely young gay Mormons.  his is a 
gay brothers and sisters. I re- fear-based, divisive, galvanizing 
cently read the letter of a boys and girls On movement. Members who don't 
brother in Salt Lake City who even vote in presidential elections 
had to send his son far away their calloused knees now put signs on their lawns and 
from home to a private high march around the neighborhood 
school because he was con- imploring God like precinct workers. On the 
stantly tormented in Salt Lake night of March 7&, many 
high schools and by his neigh- to free them from California couples will retire to 
bors. Unfortunately, the promo- 77 their beds thrilled that they 
tion of the Knight Initiative will this pain. helped pass the Knight Initiative. 
only worsen an already polluted What they don't realize is that in 
environment. Homophobia is a the next room, their son or 
disease that destroys families. Unfortunately, the Church's daughter is lying in bed crying and could very well one day be a 
rhetoric and actions will only continue to nurture this disease. victim of society's homophobia. The Knight Initiative will cer- 

Straight members have absolutely no idea what it is like to tainly save no family It is codified hatred. It is anti-family, anti- 
grow up gay in this Church. It is a life of constant torment, self- love, and it is wrong. . . . 
hatred and internalized homophobia. Imagine the young gay This is precisely why you will not see a church member who 
boy frightened to death to divulge his secret pain to his dad be- has a gay son or daughter placing signs on his or her lawn. These 
cause he witnesses his dad tromping around the neighborhood members will not be walking around their neighborhoods. 
placing up Knight signs. Imagine the young gay girl who listens These members will ache every time a gay debate ensues in the 
to her mother profess her love for her as she writes a check to chapel halls. These members know the intent of their children's 
oppose "those filthy homosexuals." Imagine any young gay kid hearts. They know the goodness of their spirit. They see the 
who is desperate to scrape together a sliver of self-esteem as he goodness in their children's gay friends. They see and experience 
or she daily hears the pejorative "faggotn and the word "gay" homophobia on a personal basis, and they collectively mourn 
used as a negative adjective. . . . the Church's involvement in the Knight Initiative. I wish that I 

The Church has no idea that as I type this letter, there are could shout this message from the rooftops, but alas, I sit alone 
surely boys and girls on their calloused knees imploring God to in my room typing, wondering what will happen next. . . . 
free them from this pain. They hate themselves. They retire to Take care. 
bed with their finger pointed to their head in the form of a gun. Warmly, 
Every waking moment of every day they must be on constant Stuart 
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featuring gay couples from 
Mormon backgrounds. One such 
couple told reporters they were 
"very fortunate to come from 
loving Mormon homes. In our 
families, we learned the meaning 

of charity and unconditional 
love." Such "training in these 
fundamental values," said Amy 
Alleman, has given her and her 
partner, Kerrie Thometz, "a 
strong framework for creating 

LETTER FROM NORTH AMERICA WEST 
AREA PRESIDENCY TO CALIFORNIA 

HURCH LEADERS 

11 January 2000 
To: All Stake Presidents and Bishops in California, to be read 

in sacrament meeting Sunday, January 16. 
Dear Brethren: 
The First Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve have 

solemnly proclaimed "that marriage between A MAN AND A 
WOMAN is ordalned of God" (The Family: a Proclamation to the 
World). On March 7. members of the Church in California mll 
have the unique opportunity to promote a measure that will 
help "maintam and strengthen the family as the fundamental 
unti of soctety" 

By voting YES and urging family and friends to vote YES on 
Proposition 22, which lmits legally sanctioned mamage in 
Californta to a man and a woman, the divinely established tnsti- 
tution of marriage will be protected. 

President Gordon B. Hinckley stated in the October 1999 
General Conference, "Some portray legalization of so-called 
same-sex marriage as a civll nght. This IS not a matter of ctvil 
rights; it is a matter of morality . . . nevertheless, . . . our oppo- 
sitton to legalize same-sex mamage should never be interpreted 
as justificatton for hatred, intolerance, or abuse of those who 
~rofess homosexual tendencies 

"I commend those of our membership who have voluntarily 
joined with other like-minded people to defend the sanctity of 
iraditional marriage. As part of a cbalition that embraces those 
of other faiths, you are giving substantially of your means. You 
are contributing your time and talents m a cause that in some 
quarters may not be politically correct but which nevertheless 
ltes at the heart of the Lord's eternal ulan for His children." 

We express our gratitude to you who have already given un- 
stinttngly of your ttme and means to this effort. Now with only 
45 days remaining unnl voters go to the polls, we urge all mem- 
bers to redouble their efforts tn this noble cause. We would 
greatly appreciate it tf all would continue contacting friends and 
neighbors as directed by the local coordinator about this issue, 
and distribute, as well as put on your own lawns, the provided 
yard signs. 

Please be sure that you are eligible and registered to vote, as- 
sist others to do the same, and help in other ways as election 
ttme nears. 

Sincerely, 
North America West Area Presidency 
John B. Dtckson 
William Bradford 

hard H. Winkel 

our own loving and productive 
relationship." 

Some church members wor- 
ried in private that the greatest 
toll within the Church would be 
on active gay Latter-day Saints 
who were being forced to sit 
through anti-gay rhetoric in 
church or repeatedly exposed to 
such speech over ward e-mail 
lists. Considerations of this na- 
ture surfaced in letters to BYU'S 

Daily Universe. In late February, 
a few weeks before California's 
election day, James Nickerson, a 
student from Aberdeen, Miss- 
issippi, responded to a letter that 
defended gay rights with a satiric 
plea of his own: "We should em- 
brace all types of people and 
cease this ridiculous repression 
of homosexuals, pedophiles, 
prostitutes, exhibitionists, sad- 
ists, abusers, murderers, Satan- 
ists, and other minority groups 
who have existed as long as 
anyone and live in the same free 
country we do." In response, 
Stuart Matis, a BW graduate 
living in Califomia, who de- 
scribed himself as gay and active 
in the Church, wrote: "Imagine 
having to live with this rhetoric 
constantly being spewed at you," 
and called on BW students to 
"re-assess their homophobic feel- 
ings. Seek to understand first be- 
fore you make comments. We 
have the same needs as you. We 
desire to love and be loved. We 
desire to live our lives with hap- 
piness. We are not a threat to you 
or your families. We are your 
sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, 
neighbors, co-workers and 
friends, and most importantly, 
we are all children of God." Four 
days after Matis's letter appeared 
in the Universe, he committed 
suicide on the steps of a Los Altos 
stake center, sending a shock- 
wave through communities of 
gay Latter-day Saints and their 
supporters. (See sidebar.) 

The division among church 
members was also represented at 
the 2000 Sunstone Symposium 
West, held in Southern California 
in the aftermath of the election, at 
which several sessions focused on 
the recent events. Some partici- 

pants criticized the proposition 
and the Church's active support 
for it, including gay Mormon his- 
torian D. Michael Quinn, who 
compared the anti-gay efforts to 
similar positions, since re- 
nounced, taken by earlier Church 
leaders who sought to limit civil 
rights for ~fGcan-~mericans. 
Other panelists defended their 
"Yes" votes. To these members, a 
principle of obedience to Church 
leaders outweighed whatever dis- 
comfort they initially felt over the 
Church's efforts in California. 
One participant compared voting 
in support of the amendment to 
Nephi's call, being commanded 
to kill Laban in the Book of 
Mormon: "It comes down to 
whether you sustain the proph- 
et." 

For the foreseeable future, 
President Hinckleyk direction on 
the matter appears unwavering. As 
early as 1997, he told the Los 
Angeles Times that the Church has 
"become rather actively involved 
in that kind of thing," and would 
continue to do so. His comments 
at the October 1999 General 
Conference indicate a clear course 
for continued Church activism. 
The Beehive. a Mormon-interest 
newspaper in Nevada reported in 
January that a religous coalition 
including Latter-day Saints would 
launch an initiative sirmlar to 
California's this year. (Governor 
Mike Leavitt of Utah, a church 
member, had already signed the 
prototype of t h  marriage-limita- 
tion legislation in 1995.) In 
Vermont, earlier last year, the 
Church joined with other groups 
who sought, unsuccessfully, to 
prevent that state from creating a 
civil union category, similar to 
marriage, that would offer legal 
protections to same-sex couples. 
Tensions will likely continue to 
mount as the issue develops mo- 
mentum in the national political 
landscape, and defenders of gay 
rights within the Church, though 
growing in numbers, will likely re- 
main out-voiced by opponents for 
many years to come. E9 

To comment or m d  others' 
comments, visit our website: 
<www.Sunstoneonhe.coom> 
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In February 2001, the Church issued official statements emphasizing the use of the full name of the Church 
and asking media and members to no longer refer to it as the "Mormon Church" (see page 28 for more 
details). Pat Bagley and Cal Grondahl, just had to react. 
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