
S U N S T O N E  

SUNSTONE invites short musings: chatty reports, cultural trend 
sightings, theological meditations. All lovely things of good report, 
please share them. Send submissions to: dunstoneED@aol.com> 

Margin  N o t e s  

ADVERSE REACTION 
"And thus we see that except the Lord doth chasten his people with 
many afflictions, yea, except he doth visit them with death and with 
tewol; and withfamine and with all manner ofpestilence, they will 
not remember him." -Helaman 12:3 

I HAVE HAD A RED QUESTION MARK IN MY SCRIPnmES 
beside this passage for over a decade, and the standard in- 
terpretations of it make me just as uncomfortable now as 

they did when I first made the mark. Sometime last year, I 
found myself in front of a Gospel Doctrine class claiming that 
our church has a wealth of doctrine regarding the nature of 
human suffering (e.g. Mosiah 23:21; D&C 1:27; 42:88-92; 
61:8; 101:5), and specifically that the LDs faith has clear-cut 
answers to the question, "why do bad things happen to good 
people?" and, for that matter, "why do bad things happen to 
people who are just being human?" Still, I was teaching that 
lesson with my fingers crossed behind my back because this 

passage about reasons for "bad things" is one of the most mis- 
interpreted and misapplied passages in our standard works. 

We pay ourselves a grave disservice when we fail to distin- 
guish between "chastening" and "chastisement." The former 
indicates a corrective measure while the latter points to a casti- 
gation. And blurring this distinction commonly leads to signif- 
icant misreadings of our relationship with deity-as if God has 
no other recourse than to use traumatic methods to ensure our 
devotion. How many times, in formal and informal gatherings, 
have we heard discussions of this passage quickly turn toward 
a cataloging of horrendous events that have happened to the 
individuals present, their family members, friends, and co- 
workers, who-because they suffered these trials-somehow 
must have warranted some upbraiding from God? 

When seen in its proper context, this passage addresses the 
necessity of a famine that had been effected by sealing power 
upon the Nephite nation, and it seems expressly intended to 
be instructive to us as a collective latter-day readership and not 
a general key for understanding all trials. I believe it is fair to 
argue this teaching was never meant to apply to all instances of 
personal affliction. Orignally, it expressed one of God's atti- 
tudes toward communal rather than individual suffering, and 
we risk mistaking the motives and methods of chastening if we 
presume this scripture to be the single explanation of all trials. 

P e c u l i a r  P e o p l e  

PREMARITAL SEX BY RELIGION AND GENDER 

Premarital Sex by Religion and Gender 
90 1 I 

Adhealth LDS Adhealth Natlonal NELS LDS NELS Nat~onal 

ATA FROM TWO STUDIES, 
the Study of Adolescent 
Health (Adhealth) and the 

National Educational Longitudinal 
Survey (NELS), indicate that the gender 
gap in sexual experience is different for 
Mormons than United States' norms. In 
both studies, LDS females are slightly 
more likely to have had premarital sex 
than LDS males. Nationally, the gender 
gap suggests that males are at least as 
likely to have premarital sex. 

~ a l s  

Female 
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We see a vast array of personal tragedies that cannot and 
should not be explained by the claim that if God doesn't 
chasten his people, then his people will not remember him. 
Too many types of people don't fit that theory: those who re- 
member God without being chastened (e.g. Alma 32:16); 
those who endure trials (suffer afflictions) without forgetting 
God before, during, or after their experiences (e.g. Isaiah 12:9- 
10); those who are chastened who don't remember God (e.g. 
Matthew 23); and those who do forget God yet are not chas- 
tened (in tangible, mortal terms). I believe we will be well- 
served if we note these categories of individuals who don't fit 
the pattern of this passage. Doing so may allow us a peace of 
mind and a trust of God that aren't easily achieved if we (as in- 
dividuals) live in fear of God-sent catastrophes. 

In my search for an LDS doctrine on adversity, I find there 
are many doctrines that shed some light on why some bad 
things happen to some people some of the time. But before we 
can approach even a superficial explanation for why bad 
things happen to any of us humans, a careful synthesis of di- 
verse teachings and a holistic view of them are required. And 
observing the distinctions between collective and individual 
sufferinLand between chastening, chastisement, and trials (af- 
flictions) are crucial first steps. 

ALISON TAKENAKA 
EssexJunction, Vermont 

Editor$ Note: The purpose of Margin Notes is to invite brief 
commentaries on passagesfrom a religious text that has been espe- 
cially noted by the author and that may be of interest to LDS 
readers. As the title indicates, authors could use their literal mar- 
ginal notes as a springboard toward a brief discussion of their expe- 
rience with or views on the passage. We encourage pieces that offer 
faithful, provocative analyses and interpretations. Submissions 
should begin with a reiteration ofthe excerpt and should be approx- 
imatelyfive hundred words long. 

C v b e r s a i n t s  

5. In your various site member and chat room profiles, do 
you designate yourself as LDS, as Mormon, or as a member of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints? 

6. Do you have any affiliation with or sympathy for those 
involved with any genealogical software other than PAF? 

7. Are your various on-screen names uplifting and edifymg? 
8. Do you ever refer to primary, computational, solid-state 

circuitry as anything other than the "Fatherboard?" 
9. Do you use a Deseret Book approved, CTR or Stripling 

Waniors mouse pad? 
10. Do you have a copy of the The Family: A Proclamation 

to the World, The Relief Society Declaration, or any other 
property of the Church's Intellectual Reserve resident on your 
hard drive or removable media? 

11. Have you ever actively participated in spamming 
strangers for any purpose other than spreading the gospel 
message? 

SCOT DENHALTER 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

W a r d  S t o r i e s  

A PARENT'S "BOND" 

I T WAS A PARENT'S GREATEST FEAR-OUR 
eighteen-year-old son did not come home one night and 
didn't call. We started phoning friends and driving the 

streets loohng for him. At about 4:30 a.m., we finally heard 
from him. He had been arrested for a science experiment- 
gone-wrong and had been booked into the local jail. He 
needed us to bail him out. I waited until 7:00 a.m. and then 
called the Relief Society president, my best friend, for advice 
on how to proceed, since her son had had some scrapes with 
the law. Without blinking an eye, she told me where to look 
for a bail bondsman, the documents I'd need, and how to go 
about getting my son released. When I thanked her, she ut- 
tered one of the classic lines I have ever heard: "Now, what 
kind of Relief Society president would I be if I couldn't tell you 

COMPUTER WORTHINESS how to make bail?" 

INTERVIEW 
ECENTLY, IN HIS SALT LAKE TRIBUNE COLUMN, 
Robert Kirby suggested several additional questions for 
the LDS temple worthiness interview that would be rel- 

evant to the new millennium. I was struck by the importance 
of his computer and Internet related questions: 

1. Have you committed e-dultery, or visited chat rooms of 
ill repute? 

2. Are you honest in your dealings with unsuspecting 
people on the Internet? 

3. Have you taken up and converted any software to your 
own use that you knew belonged to another? 

4. Do you surf the 'Net on the Sabbath? 
Following his lead, I am inspired to suggest additional 

questions for testing the computer-worthiness of the Church 
members: 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

M o r m o n  M u s i n g s  

SECRET MIRACLES AND 
SPIRITUAL "SPOTS OF TIME" 

I N GOSPEL DOCTRINE CLASSES, IN SACRAMENT 
meeting sermons, we often focus on the great, public mir- 
acles of the scripture-Jesus' raising Lazarus, for instance, 

or ancient prophets appearing in the Kirtland temple. Many of 
us, in fact, at times even look to such miracles as proof of God's 
existence or the gospelk truth. Important as public miracles 
are, however, subtle, private-what I call secret-miracles are 
still more important. Unlike public miracles, only the indi- 
vidual immediately involved in a secret miracle fully experi- 
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ences the event. Even if other people are present when a secret 
miracle occurs, they may not experience it, since secret mira- 
cles testify to the soul. Like the great, public miracles, secret 
miracles run counter to nature, but in a different way. Public 
miracles defy physical nature, while secret miracles change 
human nature. Public miracles have the power to alter the 
course of a river; secret miracles have the power to alter the 
course of a human life. 

During the early history of the Church, Oliver Cowdery 
confused the importance of these two types of miracles. 
Cowdery wanted to experience the public miracle of trans- 
lating the Book of Mormon. Although the Lord acknowledges 
the greatness of the gft of translation (D&C 6:27-28), he redi- 
rects Cowdery's focus: 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, if you desire a further 
witness, cast your mind upon the night that you cried 
unto me in your heart, that you might know con- 
cerning the truth of these things. Did I not speak 
peace to your mind concerning the matter? What 
greater witness can you have than from God? And 
now, behold, you have received a witness; for if I have 
told you things which no man knoweth have you not 
received a witness? (DQC 6: 22-24) 

Here, the Lord reminds the faithful Oliver that secret mira- 
cles are more important than public miracles, that the greater 

miracle is the Spirit's whisperings to the soul. 
Whether we realize it or not, many of us have experienced 

secret miracles. Perhaps the most significant in my own life oc- 
curred many years ago while investigating the Church. The 
Church's teachings made sense to me, but I did not know they 
were true. Missionaries encouraged me to pray, telling me that 
the Holy Ghost would cause a buming in my bosom, testifying 
of the doctrine's truthfulness. But when I prayed, I never felt 
such a feeling, so I assumed I had never felt the Holy Ghost's 
influence. Still, though I didn't know for sure the Church's 
teachings were true, I could think of no better direction for my 
life, so I decided to join the Church anyway At that point, I ex- 
perienced a secret miracle. In the middle of my baptismal in- 
terview, I suddenly felt the most powerful buming sensation in 
my chest. The inteniewer could not experience this miracle, 
but I could. Compared to the great public miracles of the 
scriptures, my miracle may seem a mere "spiritual experience," 
but to me the entire world had changed, and I thought: "Now 
I can never say I don't know it's true." I wondered why such an 
odd idea would come to my mind at that moment. I reassured 
myself: "I know now this is true and will always know it." The 
Spirit was right, however. There have been times since when 
I've wondered whether I knew for sure, but always at such mo- 
ments something has reminded me of my secret miracle, and I 
would realize that I had changed-not the gospel's truth. 
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As wonderful as secret miracles are, they do not perma- 
nently effect us if we don't transform them into what the 
English poet William Wordsworth called "spots of time": 

There are in our existence spots of time, 
Which with distinct preeminence retain 
A renovating virtue, whence, depressed 
By false opinion and contentious thought, 
Or aught of heavier or more deadly weight 
In trivial occupations and the round 
Of ordinary intercourse, our minds 
Are nourished and invisibly repaired- 
A virtue, by which pleasure is enhanced, 
That penetrates, enables us to mount 
When high, more high, and lifts us up when fallen 

alized that they were the same cookies I gave her! 
How dare she! What nerve she has! One would think she 

could at least remember who gave her what! 
I started thinking of ways to bring up the subject when I 

started laughing out loud. I realized we aren't so different after 
all. We both have the stress of young children and of everyday 
life, not to mention the preparations and pressures of the hol- 
iday season. 

I forgave her and then, oddly, forgave myself as well, for not 
being perfect. 

I ate those cookies. They were really very good! 
LAURA WALDRON 
Farmington, Utah 

T w e n t y  Y e a r s  A g o  i n  S u n s t o n e  
-from "Prelude" (1805 version) "CHEERIOS IN CHURCH" 

Our secret miracles can become "spiritual spots of time." 
Wordsworth's spots of time stay within one's soul to nourish 
and repair the mind, but they are not quite moments of tran- 
scendence. Conversely, secret miracles may transcend ordinary 
experience, revealing what is mundane and superficial in life 
and showing us the real purpose for human existence, but we 
must work to turn them into "spiritual spots of 
timev-markers that present a point, or moment, upon which 
to reflect and re-live a spiritual experience. If we allow our 
own secret miracles to be emblazoned on our souls as spiritual 
spots of time, they offer not only immediate spiritual enlight- 
enment but also spiritual regeneration and growth long after 
the miraculous moment has passed. Wordsworth's spots of 
time let us become "more high," and lift 
us when fallen; spiritual spots of time en- 
hance our soul's high points and repair its 
low points. 

Moroni wrote: "God has not ceased to 
be a God of miracles" (Mormon 9: 15). By 
worlung to transform our secret miracles 
into spiritual spots of time, we can assure 
ourselves that this will always be the case. 

JACK PETERS 
Denton, Texas 

To S o m e  I t  I s  G i v e n  . . . 

FORGIVE THY NEIGHBOR 
AS THYSELF 

L ast Christmas, I gave a plate of sugar coolaes to one of 
my visiting teachers. I never felt particularly close to 
her, although I appreciated the time she gave to me. She 

seemed distant in public yet friendly when she came to my 
home. She is a stay at home mom, active in the Church. I work 
outside the home and seldom go to church. 

The next day, I received an assortment of goodies from her. 
Upon opening the plate, I thought it odd she made sugar 
cookies also and decorated them the same as I did-until I re- 

M ARTIN E. MARTY IS THE FOREMOST SCHOLAR 
of American religons. In the July/August 198 1 issue 
of SUNSTONE, he shared his musings on the highly 

vexing issue of munchies in church: 
Social-scientific research shows that congregations that en- 

courage infant and child attendance at worship tend to hold 
loyalties better than those that exclude the youngest. I knew 
that. But as one who sits up front, where worship occurs, I had 
forgotten what it is like "back in the trenches," under the 
gallery, where parents struggle to shush the young. 

An Easter morning crowd and a desire to sit near a grand- 
child put me in the nethers for the first time in a generation. I 
am happy to report on continuities in church history. I think 
that eleven out of ten of the children, with parental encourage- 
ment, came bearing plastic bags of Cheerios, which cereal they 
munched through Easter Gospel, anthems, greetings, sacra- 
ment and all. 

Later-w o r s h i p was too lively to permit pondering of 
distractions during the hour-I reflected on the significance. 
Why cheerios? Have they a theological import? Of course, al- 
ternatives can be ruled out on practical grounds alone. 
Candy, Christian parents know, causes teeth to fall out. You 
can have a feeling of rectitude about cereals, which are pre- 
sumed to have some positive nutritional effects, overadver- 
tised though these may be. Once you are in the cereal zone, 
options are limited. Most cereals are in the form of flakes, and 
flakes are, well, flaky. They crunch underfoot, while Cheerios 
roll away to be crunched under someone else's foot. The cus- 
todian on Monday morning cannot trace their orign to par- 
ticular parents he or she may have spotted at worship the day 
before. 

Why Cheerios? They have a head start. The forty-year-old 
creation, on which General Mills spends $10 million a year in 
advertising, is the best seller. Naturally this product would 
show up most. Second, Cheerios are tradition. Christian 
people live off habit. My generation was born B.C. (Before 
Cheerios), but fed them to our young to pacify them. 

Are there meanings to Cheerios? One can see halos in their 
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S U N S T O N E  

form, though our secular offspring, two generations removed, 
know doughnuts better than halos. Theology of play? Yes, you 
can make piles of them, and children do. The circle is a sign of 
perfection, and that fits in church. 

Even the darker side of theology is signified. I remember 
vaguely a line of poet Chad Walsh that says, "Our days are 
sodden Cheerios strung together." Watch a kid spit up a 
soaked and bloated goo of the cereal, and you can see comp-  
tion and decay in the finest of human creations. 

Are there theological nuances in the choice of which variety 
of Cheerios? Yes, the in-a-rut mainline parents use regular 

Cheerios, while evangelicals, who like things a bit more sugar- 
coated, favor Honey Nut Cheerios. These are substantive, 
since they have defatted wheat germ; they are sweet, with 
honey 

We of the B.C. crowd have our nervousness, too, about the 
Cheerio generations. We were swatted into silence on sacred 
soil. Hey are cajoled, bribed, entertained, munched and hon- 
eyed into the kingdom. So it goes. But many a cleric would 
prefer to outshout the crunch of cereal than the cry of babes- 
and to watch them grow up as loyalists. 

Amen. and Cheerio! 

All Seeing Eye 

(1N)CENSE OF HUMOR 

A SALT LAKE CITY BREWRY, a Utah s h  resort, 
and a couple of local billboard companies have 
had a recent row over the bounds of tasteful hu- 

mor in advertising-specifically, whether or not pohng fun 
at polygamy is a Utahfaux pas. 

Wasatch Brewing has recently begun selling a dark, 
malty beer-a porter, to connoisseurs-which it has 
dubbed "Polygamy Porter," the label of which depicts a vir- 
ile pioneer-type, his naked harem, and a cherub or two, 
with the slogans, "Why have just one?" and "Take some 
home to the wives." 

"We've exhibited much worse taste than this," Wasatch 
Brewing owner Greg Schirf told the Salt Lake Tribune. 
  evert he less, ~ea~an-outdoor  Advertising refused to run a 
billboard for the beer, despite having a long-term contract 
with the brewery. 

Schirf has publicly wondered if, with Salt Lake City's up- 
coming Winter Olympics and attendant hordes, Utah polit- 
ical or Church officials might have pressured Reagan into 
declining to run the beer advertisment. But Reagan presi- 
dent Dewey Reagan adamantly denies any such influence. 

"We just do not want to be associated in any way with 
anything that associates in anyway with polygamy," Reagan 
told the Tribune. He also admitted to having received some 
public outcry over past Wasatch ad campaigns. Utah's other 
major billboard company, Young Electric Sign Company, 
also turned down the Polygamy Porter ad. 

But what Schirf apparently sees as "worst taste" in his 
past ad campaigns has never prevented Reagan from run- 
ning them before. Reagan has run billboards for Wasatch 
and Squatters, another local brewery, that have touted cer- 
tain beers as "Utah's other local religion" and that invited 
customers to "Baptize your tastebuds." One recent bill- 
board pictured a buxomous blond nearly bursting her 
bodice, with the slogan, "If you just said 'Oh my heck,' this 
probably isn't for you." That ad was for Squatters' St. Provo 
Girl pilsner-a play on the famous, German St. Pauli Girl 
beer. 

Both billboard companies have also recently refused to 
run ads for Utah's Brighton Ski Resort. One of Brighton's re- 
jected ads promotes its quadruple chair lift with the cap- 
tion, "Wife. Wife. Wife. Husband." A second rejected 
Brighton ad-though not polygamy themed-plays on a 
Mormon prophet's name, reading "Bring'em Young-luds 
under ten ski free." But Reagan did run a Brighton ad a cou- 
ple years ago with a polygamy theme: "Why be wed to just 
one resort?" 

Since being turned down by the two major Salt Lake 
City-based billboard companies, Wasatch has signed a deal 
to run its billboard with a smaller, local company, while 
Brighton has reached an agreement with the large, national 
firm, Viacom, Inc., to run its ads-both in time for the up- 
coming Winter Olympic Games. 
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