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PERSUADED

I APPRECIATED Keith Norman’s telling of
the story of his son (SUNSTONE, April

2002). I found myself wishing that D. Brent
Collette (also beautifully reported on in that
issue) had been the young returned mission-
ary’s Institute teacher. Collette’s love drove
out the fear of not being certain, and focused
on the need to trust God without certainty.

There is a new thing happening slowly
among the Saints. Elder Oaks began and now
Elder Holland continues a new focus on con-
version as superior to testimony. (The devils
know and tremble, after all.) This is a healthy
move toward orthopraxis over orthodoxy. It
will change the concern from how intense
one’s knowledge is toward how intense one’s
loving actions prove to be.

I sense a slow movement toward a new
form of testimony, too. It is testimony as true
witness of experience, not as certainty about
propositional claims. You hear stories of how
God has worked in someone’s life this past
week. You hear people share their honest
doubts as well as their honest affirmations.
This form of testimony is powerfully accom-
panied by the Holy Spirit when it is spoken
in truth without guile. The Holy Spirit is pre-
sent to witness to the truth of all things—
even that we doubt God exists, if we truly do.
A doubter who pays a full tithe, plus big fast
offerings, goes to the welfare farm, obeys the
commandments, and tries to love others, is a
remarkable witness for God.

I love the line by Blaise Pascal, the seven-
teenth century philosopher and mathemati-
cian: “I am convinced but not persuaded
about some things, and I am persuaded
though not convinced about others.” Pascal
acted on being persuaded, not on being con-
vinced. He might not have been convinced
that a vicarious atonement was possible, but
he was persuaded by a personal religious rev-
elatory experience that such an atonement
was performed for him. 

There are some things of which I am both
persuaded and convinced. One is that the
last issue of SUNSTONE moved my mind and
heart. Thanks for your work.

RANDALL PAUL
Highland, Utah

DON’T FAST FOR ME

I THOROUGHLY enjoyed Keith Norman’s
essay, “The ‘T’ Word” in the last issue of

SUNSTONE (April 2002). Although I am ac-
tive in the Church, want my kids to remain
active, go on missions, marry in the temple,
and all the rest, I have absolutely no concern
about the Church being God’s “only true
church on earth.” In my involvement in
Mormonism, I feel God’s presence and ap-
proval. However, I find that when I “prosely-
tize” now, it is to build bridges with members
of other faiths, not to convert them. 

This change has been quite liberating for
me, for now I no longer have to cling to weak
arguments to try to prove the Church’s exclu-
sive truth claims. For example, as a mission-
ary, if an investigator prayed about the Book
of Mormon and got “no” for an answer, we
told him he lacked faith, didn’t pray hard
enough, or was being deceived by Satan. If
an LDS youth became interested in attending
her friend’s church, ward members began
praying for her to see the light. On the other
hand, if non-LDS parents objected when their
child wanted to become a Mormon, we
would pray for the parents to see the light.

Like Keith Norman, I have come to be-
lieve that when someone says they “know”
the gospel is true, they are really saying they
are “convinced” of it, based on certain experi-
ences they have had. This is where faith
comes in. After all, don’t we all know those
who have born tearful testimonies one week
but are inactive the next? As Lowell Bennion
once said in SUNSTONE: “If people knew as
they say they know, I believe some of them
would live differently. I don’t think it’s very
meaningful knowledge. Of course they say, ‘I
know by the Spirit,’ Well anyone can say
that—and know everything. I’ve had some
spiritual experiences over the years that have
confirmed my faith in these things, but
there’s still an element of faith, which means
an element of belief, elements of doubt, in
my life. I have to admit it.” The reason I love
Sunstone gatherings so much is that I can de-
fine myself with words such as “doubting,”
“skeptical,” and “questioning” without mak-
ing others want to start a group fast in my be-
half. Such words ring loudly as part of a
serious search for truth. It means that we
aren’t afraid to go outside of our comfort
zone, or that we have to cling to outdated
scholarship or “fluff” material to maintain
our faith.

I stick with Mormonism because it works
for me. I have no desire to go elsewhere, nor
do I want to make anyone else feel as I do.
When I have non-member friends tell me
that they love their church, sacrifice for it,
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and feel that they have found happiness
there, I am genuinely happy for them.
Although most of us likely do not believe
there is “one true” political party, when we
express our opinions and make our argu-
ments, we really believe there is: ours. I’m
convinced the same emotion and defensive-
ness convinces us that our way is God’s way. 

Is there really anything desirable about
having everyone believe the same thing? It
would be Utah County all over the world.
Does anyone really want that?

DEVERY S. ANDERSON
Salt Lake City, Utah

MISSING PERSPECTIVE

I N HER article, “Benghazi Revisited:
Toward Understanding the Muslim”

(SUNSTONE, Apr. 2002), Carolyn Barrani
states: “Despite the fact that the Church has
never taken a stand in support of Israel,
Latter-day Saints seem to be particularly vul-
nerable to [manipulation by the propaganda
blitz which glorifies Israel and defames
Arabs]. They choose to ignore President
Howard W. Hunter’s warning that Church
members must be extremely careful not to
give the impression of favoring only Jewish
aims, for both Arab and Jew are children of
Abraham and children of promise.” My ques-
tion is: How does she expect the Church to
take a stand for or against Arabs or Israelis
when the Church is not allowed in
these countries? Besides, the
Church’s mission is not to take a po-
litical stance but to proclaim the
gospel. Latter-day Saints do not ig-
nore President Hunter’s warning. In
fact, we do so well in not showing
favoritism that we tend to sterilize
all other non-LDS cultures, foreign
and domestic. 

I believe Barrani’s fascination
with the world beyond Utah is a
good thing in that she sees a differ-
ent world with fine people and a
warm distinctive culture. But she
needs to keep her eyes open to the
good people and culture which she
and her family came back to, and
not allow her politics to demean it.
She goes into detail explaining the
cultural separation of men and
women in the Arab family. We have
a similar separation in the Church.
It is called Relief Society and
Priesthood. It’s wonderful that
Muslims can come to this country
and promote their faith, but how
many Mormon missionaries did

Barrani meet while she lived in Libya? 
I am also troubled by Barrani’s choice of

phrasing in telling of her joke with her hus-
band “that when the United States sent
planes to bomb Libya in response to mis-
deeds committed by Moammar Gadhafi, if
the planes had passed over her house, she
very likely had blessed them,” just as she
routinely blessed passing planes. Gadhafi has
been implicated in the bombing of U.S. ser-
vicemen in Berlin and Germany, and also in
the Pan Am flight over Lockerbie, Scotland.
These are not “misdeeds” but ruthless acts of
terrorism. I worry that Barrani has been so
blinded by her desire to tip the balance of
Mormon and American sentiment toward
new considerations of Arab issues that she
has lost proper perspective. Her voice will be
much more effective when she stops carica-
turing Mormon and American perceptions
and idealizing Arab ways.

WALTER WILKINSON
Hurst, Texas

SUNSTONE IS BACK

C ONGRATULATIONS ON your April
2002 issue. SUNSTONE is starting to feel

once more like the SUNSTONE I knew and
loved years ago.

The April issue made me think, especially
Keith Norman’s essay, “The ‘T’ Word,” and
the roundtable discussion on the Middle

East. (I was pleased to see Daniel Peterson
participate. I hope this signals a new era of
civility and helpful exchange between the
more conservative and liberal ends of the LDS
spectrum.) The issue made me laugh, espe-
cially the coverage of the Salt Lake Olympics.
It was fun to be here, and your coverage even
taught me new things about the Games. It
made me cry. Why do we not know about
more teachers like D. Brent Collette before
they pass away? What a marvelous example
of a loving and thoughtful way to engage
Mormonism’s best and brightest young peo-
ple! The issue made me remember with
fondness the bygone era of the Sunstone
Review and the enthusiasm and “never say
can’t” commitment of the organization’s tal-
ented young leaders. And it gave me hope for
the future. D. Jeff Burton’s “Braving the
Borderlands” column reminded me again
that we “need not do drastic things, such as
leave the Church, divorce [our] spouses, or
destroy [our] families” just because our ex-
pectations are not always met in just the way
we had hoped they would be. Welcome
back, SUNSTONE!

EARL M. PACKARD
Salt Lake City, Utah

BEING A FRIEND TO GOD

A S INMATES of the Arizona State 
prison system, many of us are hesitant

“Hey, do we make fun of your religion?”
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to express our testimonies and feelings be-
cause so many non-inmates question
whether convicted felons can have such feel-
ings. The yard I’m on has about fifty LDS
men, varying from very active members (at-
tend church every week, give talks, lessons,
prayers, etc.) to those who are absolutely hid-
ing out. Most of us, however, find our testi-
monies have grown stronger because of what
we’ve gone through in coming to prison.

Of the Latter-day Saints in our yard, about
a dozen of us devour each issue of SUNSTONE
when it arrives, and we’ve found it very help-
ful in strengthening our spiritual lives. An ar-
ticle by Robert A. Rees in the January 2002
issue of SUNSTONE, “Late Night Thoughts on
the Terrorist Attacks on America,” presented
an idea that completely changed one of my
long-held perceptions. He states that a
Midrashic commentary changes Isaiah 40:1
so that instead of God comforting his people,
God is asking his people to comfort him.
Rees then reinforced this idea with references
to Alma’s statement that Christians should be
“willing to mourn with those that mourn”
and “comfort those that stand in need of
comfort” (Mosiah 18:9).

As I pondered that idea, D&C 81:5 came
to my mind: “. . . Lift up the hands which
hang down. . . .” I pictured God being forced
to watch his children crashing airplanes into
buildings and killing others of his children.
He who truly understands misery and its ex-
tending, rippling effects, must have stood
there in tears, with his heart breaking and
hands hanging limply at his side. I agree with
Brother Rees that maybe at a time like this we
are the best ones to lend comfort and support
to God. I think we could express our sorrow
that we human beings can be so vicious to
one another. We could promise not to blame
God for this or any other calamity. We could
promise not to become bitter and hateful to-
wards him, or our fellow humans.

As I thought of these things, I began to re-
member my earthly father (now deceased),
who often comforted me. We mourned to-
gether—even wept together. Other times, we
rejoiced over wonderful events. Suddenly my
Heavenly Father became much nearer and
dearer to me. All my life, I’ve longed to be
like Abraham, who was called a “friend of
God.” God came and walked and talked with
Abraham. I wanted that experience in my life
also. Rees has helped me see things in a new
way. My earthly father would come to my
house and visit with me and my family all the
time. We were great friends, but even more
than that, he was my dad. And now, instead
of being a friend of God, I’d like to be—just
what I am—a loving and loved son of my
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Father in Heaven. I don’t have to wonder
when a heavenly friend might come over. I
expect my Father to drop by any time. Who
knows, maybe on his next visit, I will be the
loving son who will get to offer comfort and
solace to a grieving Father.

Thank you, Brother Rees—you’ve
changed my perception. 

MICHAEL B. NOBLE
Arizona State Prison

Florence, Arizona

02-04_letters_123.qxd  6/21/02  6:39 AM  Page 4


