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AN OLIVE LEAF

A GLORIOUS JUNE DAY
By Elder Bruce R. McConkie
Elder Bruce R. McConkie’s description of the
1978 June day when the First Presidency and
Quorum of the Twelve received the revelation
on priesthood is perhaps the most complete
record of that event. The following is excerpted from the full account found in Sermons and Writings of Bruce R. McConkie,
edited by Mark L. McConkie (Salt Lake City:
Bookcraft, 1989): 159–70.

I

WAS PRESENT when the Lord revealed to President Spencer W.
Kimball that the time had come, in
His eternal providences, to offer the fulness of the gospel and the blessings of the
holy priesthood to all men.
I was present, with my brethren of the
Twelve and the counselors in the First Presidency, when all of
us heard the same voice and received the same message from
on high.
It was on a glorious June day in 1978. All of us were together in an upper room in the Salt Lake Temple. We were engaged in fervent prayer, pleading with the Lord to manifest his
mind and will concerning those who are entitled to receive his
holy priesthood. President Kimball himself was mouth, offering the desires of his heart and of our hearts to that God
whose servants we are.
In his prayer, President Kimball . . . counseled freely and
fully with the Lord, [and] was given utterance by the power of
the Spirit, and what he said was inspired from on high. It was
one of those rare and seldom-experienced times when the disciples of the Lord are perfectly united, when every heart beats
as one, and when the same Spirit burns in every bosom.
. . . Alone by ourselves in that sacred place where we meet
weekly to wait upon the Lord . . . President Kimball brought
up the matter of the possible conferral of the priesthood upon
those of all races. . . . The President restated the problem involved, reminded us of our prior discussions, and said he had
spent many days alone in this upper room pleading with the
Lord for an answer to our prayers. He said that if the answer
was to continue our present course . . . he was prepared to defend that decision to the death. But, he said, if the long-sought
day had come in which the curse of the past was to be removed, he thought we might prevail upon the Lord so to indicate. He expressed the hope that we might receive a clear answer one way or the other so the matter might be laid to rest.
At this point, President Kimball asked the Brethren if any of
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them desired to express their feelings and
views as to the matter in hand. We all did
so, freely and fluently and at considerable
length, each person stating his views and
manifesting the feelings of his heart. There
was a marvelous outpouring of unity, oneness, and agreement in council. This session continued for somewhat more than
two hours. Then President Kimball suggested that we unite in formal prayer and
said, modestly, that if it was agreeable with
the rest of us, he would act as voice.

I

T WAS DURING that prayer that the
revelation came. The Spirit of the
Lord rested mightily upon us all; we
felt something akin to what happened on
the day of Pentecost and at the dedication of the Kirtland
Temple. From the midst of eternity, the voice of God, conveyed
by the power of the Spirit, spoke to his prophet. The message
was that the time had now come to offer the fulness of the
everlasting gospel, including celestial marriage, and the priesthood, and the blessings of the temple, to all men, without reference to race or color, solely on the basis of personal worthiness. And we all heard the same voice, received the same
message, and became personal witnesses that the word received was the mind and will and voice of the Lord.
. . . There are statements in our literature by the early
Brethren that we have interpreted to mean that the Negroes
would not receive the priesthood in mortality. I have said the
same things, and people write me letters and say, “You said
such and such, and how is it now that we do such and such?”
All I can say is that it is time disbelieving people repented and
got in line and believed in a living, modern prophet. Forget
everything that I have said, or what President Brigham Young
or President George Q. Cannon or whoever has said in days
past that is contrary to the present revelation. We spoke with a
limited understanding and without the light and knowledge
that now has come into the world.
We get our truth and light line upon line and precept upon
precept. We have now added a new flood of intelligence and
light on this particular subject, and it erases all the darkness
and all the views and all the thoughts of the past. They don’t
matter anymore.
. . . It is a new day and a new arrangement, and the Lord has
now given the revelation that sheds light out into the world on
this subject.
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