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NEW CHURCH LEADERS ANNOUNCED

A NEW MEMBER OF THE FIRST PRESIDENCY AND A NEW
apostle were announced during the opening session of the
October 2007 General Conference. Elder Henry B. Eyring was
called as second counselor in the First Presidency. Elder
Quentin L. Cook, a Seventy, was called as an apostle. The va-
cancy in the First Presidency was created by the recent passing
of President James E. Faust, and the calling of Elder Eyring to
fill that position left the vacancy in the Quorum of the Twelve
that Elder Cook filled.

Elder Eyring, 74, has a background in business administra-
tion. Before working full-time for the Church, he worked at
the Stanford Graduate School of Business. In 1972, he was ap-
pointed president of Ricks College (now BYU-Idaho). Later he
became the Church’s Commissioner of Education. In 1985, he
was called as a counselor in the Presiding Bishopric and in
1992 became a member of the First Quorum of the
Seventy. He was ordained an apostle in April 1995, the first
apostle appointed during Gordon B. Hinckley’s tenure as
Church president. 

Elder Cook, 67, is a former managing partner of a San
Francisco Bay area law firm and president and CEO of a
California healthcare system. He is a former stake presi-
dent, regional representative, and area authority. A native
of Logan, Utah, he was appointed to the Second Quorum
of the Seventy in 1996 and to the First Quorum of the
Seventy in 1998. At the time of his call to the Quorum of
the Twelve, he was serving as the executive director of the
LDS Missionary Department.  

Following their new appointments, Elders Eyring and
Cook held a press conference in the lobby of the Church
Administration Building. One reporter asked Elder Eyring,
who had been serving on the Public Affairs Committee, if a
recent announcement that apostles would be meeting with
the editorial boards of major newspapers around the
country signaled an increased availability to the media.

“We went from the Public Affairs Committee [to the
First Presidency],” Eyring explained, “and [asked], ‘would

ELDER QUENTIN L. COOK

this be a good thing to do, to have a little bit more opportunity
for a give-and-take in a world where the media is going that
way. The First Presidency was nice enough to suggest that we
could begin to do that.”

“They were careful,” Eyring added. “The Prophet is the
Prophet—he is the voice of the Church—and so for the First
Presidency to show that kind of confidence was a marvelous
indication of trust. I would think that you will see more open-
ness, [but] not complete willingness to turn loose all the senior
officers of the Church to speak on every issue, because there is
a voice, and I believe that the Prophet of God is the Prophet of
God.”

During the event, Elder Eyring politely declined to answer a
question about homosexuality and same-sex marriage. “The
Church has already issued statements on those [topics],” he
said, “and I think I cannot do better than to refer you to those
[statements].”

Elder Eyring, who choked up several times during the press
conference, recounted the moment when he was called to the
First Presidency. He said President Hinckley extended the
calling to him in a phone call he took “outside” (presumably
on a cell phone). He added that the phone call took place “late
Thursday, at 4:30 or 5:00 P.M.” 

Answering the same question about the circumstances of
his call, Elder Cook said it took place in President Hinckley’s
office and was “wonderful, sweet, and short.” He mentioned
that because he has had fewer personal experiences with the
Prophet than President Eyring has, if his call to the Twelve had
come over the phone, he would likely have thought it was
someone playing a prank.

U P D A T E

In a moment that delighted conference-goers, following his 
announcement of Henry B. Eyring’s call to the First Presidency, 

President Hinckley used his cane to “knight” his newest councilor. 

PRESIDENT HENRY B. EYRING
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CONFERENCE FEATURES DEFENSES 
OF MORMON CHRISTIANITY AND

TRADITIONAL GENDER ROLES
IN THE 177TH SEMIANNUAL GENERAL CONFERENCE,
Church leaders launched a strong defense of Mormonism’s
core beliefs, including LDS teachings about the Godhead and
the reality of the Apostasy and the Restoration. The message
came at a time of unprecedented media interest in the LDS
Church and scrutiny of its doctrines.

President Hinckley, who was strong enough to conduct the
sustaining of Church officers and to speak at two conference
sessions, marveled at the progress of the Church and testified
about Joseph Smith’s First Vision, the Restoration, and the
Book of Mormon. While defending LDS beliefs, he specifically
criticized the theology of traditional Christian creeds.

“I have read [the creeds] a number of times,” said the 97-
year-old leader. “I cannot understand them. I think others
cannot understand them. I am sure that the Lord also knew
that many would not understand them. And so in 1820, in
that incomparable vision, the Father and the Son appeared to
the boy Joseph.”

In a message that dovetailed with President Hinckley’s,
Apostle Jeffrey R. Holland delivered a passionate defense of
Mormon theology, also criticizing the theology of the Trinity
inherited from the Council of Nicea. “Such a formulation for
divinity is truly incomprehensible,” said Holland. 

“It is not our purpose to demean any person’s belief nor the
doctrine of any religion,” Holland clarified. “We extend to all
the same respect for their doctrine that we are asking for ours.
(That, too, is an article of our faith.) But if one says we are not
Christians because we do not hold a fourth- or fifth-century
view of the Godhead, then what of those first Christian Saints,
many of whom were eyewitnesses of the living Christ, who did
not hold such a view either?”

Elder M. Russell Ballard, who serves in the Public Affairs
Committee, discussed both similarities and differences be-
tween LDS doctrines and those of mainstream Christianity, but
his emphasis was on presenting Latter-day Saints as “com-
mitted Christians with strong traditional values.”

“Many Christians do not understand that we have much
common ground with them,” Ballard noted. “We commemo-
rate Christ’s atoning sacrifice in our Sunday worship services,
similar to taking communion in other churches. We accept as
fellow Christians all who believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of
God and the Savior of all mankind.” Whenever they share the
gospel with others, Elder Ballard urged members to focus on
four main areas: “Facts, faith, families, and fruits of the re-
stored gospel.” 

Elder Ballard also added that Latter-day Saints “believe that
Jesus Christ is our personal Savior.” 

In their regular gathering in which they discuss the most re-
cent conferences, members of the Mormon Alliance noted how
Ballard’s language is similar to that being used by presidential
candidate Mitt Romney who, in seeking the Republican nomi-
nation, has been actively working to align himself as much as

he can with mainstream evangelical Christian faith. “I accept
Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior,” Romney report-
edly told a group of conservative Christians (Newsweek, 8
October 2007, 35).

The use of the expression “personal Savior” is uncommon
among Latter-day Saints. In recent years, Elder Bruce R.
McConkie and several other Church leaders and influential
LDS teachers have criticized the belief that someone will be
“saved” by merely “accept[ing] Jesus Christ as [their] personal
Savior.” However, other Church leaders such as Elders Richard
B. Wirthlin and John H. Groberg have more recently taken to
describing Jesus Christ as “our personal Savior,” and Elder
Bruce C. Hafen has talked in positive terms about “making
Jesus Christ our personal Savior.”

Mormon Women Respond to Controversial Remarks

A CONFERENCE TALK THAT
generated a measure of contro-
versy was given by Julie B.
Beck, General President of the
Relief Society. In her remarks,
Sister Beck delivered a vig-
orous defense of traditional
feminine roles. Within minutes
of the close of her address,
hundreds of posts filled LDS
blogs, initiating a lively debate
that went on for days and
spilled into Utah-based radio

talk shows. The controversy ultimately culminated in the cre-
ation of a website dedicated to rebutting Beck’s speech. 

Inspired by the story of Helaman’s 2,000 young Lamanite
soldiers, whose protection in battle the Book of Mormon
prophet attributed to the faith instilled in them by their
mothers, Sister Beck praised contemporary LDS mothers who
instill similar faith. Playing off language in Alma 56:48, in
which the stripling warriors tell Helaman that their mothers
“knew” that if the young men did not doubt, “God would de-
liver them,” Beck used the phrase “Mothers Who Know” to in-
troduce seven characteristics shared by similarly faithful
mothers of today. 

Citing President Ezra Taft Benson’s 1987 speech, “To the
Mothers of Zion,” Beck declared that “mothers who know” do
not delay or limit childbearing. In a section entitled “Mothers
Who Know Honor Sacred Ordinances and Covenants,” Beck
cited as an ideal the mothers she has encountered in “some of
the poorest places on earth” who nevertheless “bring daugh-
ters [to church] in clean and ironed dresses with hair brushed
to perfection” and whose “sons wear white shirts and ties and
have missionary haircuts.” In another section, she equated
women’s “nurturing” with “homemaking,” which “includes
cooking, washing clothes and dishes, and keeping an orderly
home.” She continued, “Home is where women have the most
power and influence; therefore, Latter-day Saint women
should be the best homemakers in the world.”
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Five weeks after Beck’s address, a group of LDS women
launched a website, WHATWOMENKNOW.ORG, in which they
stated that “several ideas within the body of President Beck’s
talk conflict with our inspiration and experience.” In the docu-
ment, the women state that “fathers as well as mothers, men as
well as women, are called to nurture” and that “individuals and
relationships flourish when we are able to share not only our
strengths but also our mutual imperfections and needs.” The
women responded to Beck’s references to “clean and ironed
dresses” and “hair brushed to perfection” by saying that “clean-
liness depends upon access to resources, and has more to do
with priorities than purity of heart.”

The document also objects to Beck’s lifting up of a story
about military experiences. “We are filled with unutterable
sadness by the Book of Mormon story of more than 2,000
young soldiers whose mothers teach them that faith in God
will preserve them in battles in which they kill other mothers’
children,” the website reads. “This is not a success story. It is a
story of the failure of human relationships and the horrors of
war. In a world that has grown increasingly violent, we believe
that one of the most important passages in LDS scripture is
D&C 98:16: ‘Therefore, renounce war and proclaim peace. . . .’”

The online “Women Who Know” document has so far been
signed by some 600 women and 150 men. Lisa Butterworth,
one of the women who signed the document, told the Salt Lake
Tribune that she wants to sustain Sister Beck. “I don’t want to
bash her, but there is no way that I can believe that ‘keeping
our homes as tidy as the temple’ or ‘being the best home-
makers in the world’ are the vital lessons that will bring myself
and my family closer to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

Mormon Alliance trustee Lavina Fielding Anderson believes
that Beck’s emphasis on traditional gender roles represents an
attempt to return to the early 1980s—a time before the more
progressive tenure of General Relief Society President Elaine L.
Jack. “The problem is not what Julie Beck said as much as

what she left out,” Anderson told SUNSTONE.
“Because of what she left out, her speech suggests not
only that motherhood is women’s most important re-
sponsibility, but also that is only a woman’s responsi-
bility and women’s only responsibility.”

“Not mentioning the words husband or father is a
pretty serious omission, considering how conception
occurs,” Anderson added. “Further, the talk’s as-
sumption is that women have the financial option of
choosing to be full-time homemakers. It contained no
recognition that in many cases that’s just not true.”

Sister Beck has declined to respond to the contro-
versy. In mid-December, a group of women sup-
porting the principles in Beck’s remarks circulated an
invitation to send expressions of support that can
counter “websites and blogs dedicated to tearing
[Beck] apart as well as her words of guidance and
wisdom.”

“It seems that sometimes the liberal voices are the
only ones that make themselves heard,” complains an
18 December entry on BLOGGEROFJARED.COM.

“Wouldn’t it be great if we could get 2000 women to send their
support to Sister Beck this Christmastime? Like the 2000
mothers of the Stripling Warriors—we could stand united and
strong and let Sister Beck know [that] we stand beside her!”

The entry includes instructions on how to send an email to
Beck. “Once we reach 2000 emails—from women or men—
I’ll send Sister Beck the password to the email account so she
can see all those who support her and read the messages if
she’d like.”

Elder Wirthlin Wobbles During Sermon

ONE OF THE MORE
moving conference mo-
ments came eight min-
utes into the sermon of
Elder Joseph B. Wirth-
lin during the Saturday
afternoon session. The
aging apostle began to
shake violently from a
case of “knees locking,”
generating a quick re-
action from fellow

apostle Russell M. Nelson. Elder Nelson, a medical doctor,
stood behind Wirthlin, gently bracing him by the shoulders
and back while Wirthlin finished his speech.

“He’s 90 years old and locked his knees from standing in
one place too long,” his son Joseph B. Wirthlin Jr. told the Salt
Lake Tribune. “It’s like if you hold a weight up in the air, after so
long your arms start shaking because you don’t have enough
strength to continue.”

LDS spokesperson Scott Trotter reported that Wirthlin
didn’t miss any of the conference’s five sessions and “continues
in his regular day-to-day church assignments.”
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Joseph B. Wirthlin is braced by fellow
apostle Russell M. Nelson after nearly

falling from a case of locked knees. 

“Mothers who know” make sure their husbands know, too.
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resulting peoples being known
to the world as the American
Indians” (Mormon Doctrine,
2nd ed. [Salt Lake City:
Bookcraft, 1966], 529).

The now defunct introduc-
tion has been the center of con-
troversy since 2002, when
Mormon anthropologist
Thomas Murphy wrote an ar-
ticle arguing that “new genetic
evidence adds to an already im-
pressive amount of linguistic,
archaeological, cultural, biolog-
ical, anatomical, and psychoan-
alytic data that challenge the
traditional Book of Mormon
view,” including “the belief that
Lamanites described in the text
are the ‘principal ancestors of
the American Indians’”
(“Lamanite Genesis, Genealogy,
and Genetics,” in Dan Vogel and Brent Metcalfe, eds., American
Apocrypha [Salt Lake City: Signature Books, 2002], 61).
Scholars at the LDS apologetic group FARMS (Foundation for
Ancient Research and Mormon Studies) criticized Murphy’s
essay, and Murphy’s stake president summoned him to a disci-
plinary council. Following public protests by Latter-day Saints
who felt such an action was unfair, that council was postponed
indefinitely.

An article in the Salt Lake Tribune
suggests that a SUNSTONE author may
have played a key role in the process
that triggered the new change in
wording. About the same time that LDS
biologist Trent D. Stephens wrote an ar-
ticle about DNA and the Book of
Mormon for the March 2004 issue of
SUNSTONE, Stephens told his stake
president that Book of Mormon critics
were pointing at the wording of the in-
troduction as evidence against the
book. Stephens’s stake president took
the issue to area authorities, who took
it to the LDS Missionary Committee. 

“The new wording eliminates the
collision between the traditional under-
standing that the Lamanites inhabited
the whole hemisphere and the FARMS
theory that, if any, the Lamanites are
the Maya,” says Armand Mauss, who
has written extensively about changing
Mormon conceptions of race and lin-
eage. “The new wording opens up the
question of who the Lamanites are and
where they are.” 
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CHURCH REVISES BOOK OF MORMON
INTRODUCTION ABOUT LAMANITES

THE LDS CHURCH HAS CHANGED A STATEMENT ABOUT
Lamanite ancestry in the introduction to the Book of Mormon.
The new wording seems designed to accommodate archeolog-
ical and genetic evidence that strongly disqualifies the intro-
duction’s previous claim that “the Lamanites . . . are the prin-
cipal ancestors of the American Indians.” The revised
introduction says that “the Lamanites . . . are among the ances-
tors of the American Indians.”

The news of the change broke in a very low-key manner.
Instead of a Church announcement of the new language, word
of the change came through Doubleday senior editor Andrew
Corbin when he told the Deseret Morning News that the Church
had requested Doubleday use the revised language for the new
edition of the Book of Mormon it’s planning. Doubleday pro-
duced its first Book of Mormon in 2004.

In a statement following the release of the story, Church
spokesman Mark Tuttle claimed that the change was made to
“[take] into account details of Book of Mormon demography
which are not known” and said that the new wording will also
be included in future Church-produced editions of the Book of
Mormon. He added that “the current introduction page was
not part of the original text translated by Joseph Smith, Jr.” 

It is widely believed that the previous introduction, first
published in 1981, was written by Elder Bruce R. McConkie
under assignment from the First Presidency. In his classic ref-
erence work Mormon Doctrine, McConkie writes that many
Nephite groups “mingled themselves with the Lamanites, the

The introduction in the next
Doubleday edition of the

Book of Mormon will be the
first to contain new wording

about Lamanite ancestry

—“So, would you say that FARMS has become the principal influence
on the Church’s teachings about the Book of Mormon?”

—“Oh, no. We’re merely ‘among’ them.” 
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Mauss believes this is one example of how the Church is
moving away from a racialist framework that no longer facili-
tates the growth of a worldwide Church. “While never explic-
itly repudiated, the traditional racialist teachings simply fell
into disuse,” Mauss has written. “In the final decades of the
twentieth century, early Mormon universalism once again
dominated official discourse, with no more references to dif-
ferent lineages and their special blessings or curses” (All
Abraham’s Children: Changing Mormon Conceptions of Race and
Lineage [Urbana & Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2003]:
276). 

Church Revises “Mormon” in Chinese

IN A RELATED STORY THAT SUGGESTS LDS LEADERS
have been evaluating other Book of Mormon issues as well, the
Church announced it has changed the Chinese characters used
in translating the word “Mormon.” In order to avoid negative
connotations, new Chinese-language editions of the Book of
Mormon now use characters that are roughly pronounced as
“Moermen” instead of ones more typically pronounced
“Momen.” According to a BYU NewsNet story, the pronuncia-
tion of the original characters sounded similar to an expression
that means “evil door.” The change, which has been in the
works for more than two years, was officially announced in
September when the Church made available a new triple com-
bination in Traditional Chinese.

MORMON STUDIES PRAISED,
ADVANCED 

A STATEMENT POSTED IN THE NEWSROOM SECTION OF
the LDS.ORG website praises the creation of new programs in
Mormon studies at Claremont Graduate University and Utah
State University for “demonstrating the legitimacy of
Mormonism as a serious subject of academic investigation”
The statement also lists recent symposia in Washington D.C.,
Sydney, and Taiwan, as well as the ongoing Joseph Smith
Papers project, as developments that “illustrate that
Mormonism has a depth and breadth of substance that can
hold up under academic scrutiny.”

According to the 2 November statement, new interest in
Mormon studies “is a welcome development for two reasons
—the Church encourages a deeper and broader examination
of its theology, history and culture on an intellectual level, and
this is a wonderful opportunity to expand open dialogue and
conversation between the Latter-day Saints and various schol-
arly and religious communities.”

The statement ends with a quotation from President
Gordon B. Hinckley: “This Church came about as a result of
intellectual curiosity. We believe in education, and we spend a
substantial part of our budget on the education of our young
people. We expect them to think. We expect them to investi-
gate. We expect them to use their minds and dig deeply for
knowledge in all fields. If we have a motto, it is this, ‘The glory
of God is intelligence.’”

Bushman Appointed to Claremont Program

IN RELATED NEWS, EMERITUS
Columbia University historian
Richard L. Bushman has been
appointed to head up the new
Mormon studies program at
Claremont Graduate University.
The Council for the Study of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints/Mormon Studies, a
group of community and acad-
emic leaders whose mission is
to “promote the development of
a graduate program in Mormon
Studies at Claremont Graduate

University’s School of Religion that reflects both academic
rigor and scholarly integrity while maintaining sensitivity to
the LDS community,” has raised about $1 million so far,
mostly from Mormon donors. This amount is enough to estab-
lish the Howard W. Hunter visiting professorship in Mormon
Studies while aiming to ultimately raise $6 million to fund a
permanently endowed chair, along with funds for scholar-
ships, conferences, materials, and a building to serve as a
center for Mormon studies. (For more information, visit
WWW.HOWARDHUNTERFOUNDATION.ORG.)

Bushman, 76, is an emeritus professor from Columbia
University, where he recently held the Gouverneur Morris
Chair in American History. He is the recipient of the presti-
gious Bancroft Prize in American History and has written
twelve books, most recently Joseph Smith: Rough Stone Rolling.

Summer Seminar to Respond to Joseph Smith’s Critics

BEFORE BEGINNING HIS CLAREMONT APPOINTMENT,
Bushman will chair a six-and-a-half-week summer seminar on
Joseph Smith at BYU’s Neal A. Maxwell Institute for Religious
Scholarship, exploring the theme, “Joseph Smith and His
Critics.”

“The theme has been chosen in response to the growing
number of critical attacks in books and on the web,” Bushman
wrote in an announcement letter. “Many Latter-day Saints have
been affected adversely by these criticisms, and the materials
supplied by our apologetic institutions have not always met
their needs.”

The seminar will bring together a dozen experienced LDS
scholars who will each receive a $3,000 stipend. After re-
searching the various criticisms, each participant will prepare
one or more papers to be presented at a symposium for BYU’s
Religious Education faculty. 

“The emphasis will be less on providing answers to every
question than on putting the adverse evidence in a new light,”
the Bushman letter continues. “Our aim is to persuade readers
that the facts do not compel them to discard Joseph Smith. In
fact, negative information can sometimes illuminate his cul-
tural situation and mission.”
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ROMNEY DELIVERS “JFK SPEECH”;
MORMONISM DEBATE CONTINUES

AFTER MONTHS OF SPECULATION ABOUT WHETHER HE
would formally address the challenges his Mormonism has
brought to his campaign for the Republican presidential nom-
ination, Mitt Romney delivered a speech on 6 December titled
“Faith in America.” His remarks, primarily an essay on reli-
gious freedom, were calculated to appeal to conservative
Christians by condemning secularism and extolling the role of
religion in the public sphere. Ultimately, however, Romney’s
speech did very little to stem the tide of questions about
Mormonism’s peculiar doctrines and practices that have dis-
tracted the candidate throughout his campaign.

Almost from the beginning of his run, some of his sup-
porters have pushed Romney to deal head-on with his
Mormonism the way that John F. Kennedy dealt with suspi-
cions about his Catholicism in a speech a few months before
he was elected president. “Almost fifty years ago, another can-
didate from Massachusetts explained that he was an American
running for President, not a Catholic running for President,”
said Romney in his address. “Like him, I am an American run-
ning for President. I do not define my candidacy by my reli-
gion. A person should not be elected because of his faith, nor
should he be rejected because of his faith.”

Like Kennedy in dealing with concerns that Roman
Catholic church leaders could influence the decisions he
would make in office, Romney asserted his independence from
LDS leaders in Salt Lake City in matters of national concern:
“Let me assure you that no authorities of my church, or of any
other church for that matter, will ever exert influence on pres-
idential decisions. Their authority is theirs, within the
province of church affairs, and it ends where the affairs of the
nation begin. As Governor, I . . . did not confuse the particular
teachings of my church with the obligations of the office and of
the Constitution—and of course, I would not do so as
President. I will put no doctrine of any church above the plain
duties of the office and the sovereign authority of the law.”

Unlike Kennedy’s speech, which championed separation of
church and state, Romney’s speech extolled the role of religion
in the public sphere. “In recent years, the notion of the separa-
tion of church and state has been taken by some well beyond
its original meaning,” warned Romney. “They seek to remove
from the public domain any acknowledgment of God. Religion
is seen as merely a private affair with no place in public life. It
is as if they are intent on establishing a new religion in
America—the religion of secularism. They are wrong.” 

Reactions to the speech varied widely, with most LDS com-
mentators feeling that Romney struck the right tone. “I was ab-
solutely thrilled,” LDS historian Richard Bushman told The Salt
Lake Tribune. “Mitt distinguished himself with this speech. I
thought he would say more about Mormonism, but he wisely
didn’t.” 

Other Latter-day Saints questioned whether this type of
speech, so clearly evidencing Romney’s strategy of trying to ap-
peal to conservative Christian positions, would help him gain

the votes he needs to become the Republican nominee.
“[Romney’s] speech, though a masterful political performance,
won’t help him win the Republican nomination,” wrote
Mormon activist Jeffery S. Nielsen in The Salt Lake Tribune. “He
seems to have decided his only hope of winning is to appeal to
the religious conservatives—the very people who will reject
him out of religious prejudice.”

A Gallup poll conducted after the speech revealed about 17
percent of voters are less likely to vote for a qualified candidate
who happens to be a Mormon—a drop of merely 2 percent
from a poll conducted last March. The same poll shows 16
percent of Americans have a “very unfavorable” opinion of the
LDS Church. In a recent Newsweek poll, 72 percent of Iowa
Republicans say they would vote for a Mormon if nominated
by the party, but only 45 percent believe the nation is ready for
a Mormon president.

Campaign Coverage Continues Strong Focus on Mormonism

ROMNEY, WHO USED THE
word “Mormon” only once in
his speech, refuses to debate or
even explain Mormonism’s pe-
culiarities, systematically refer-
ring reporters to Church
spokespersons. He has instead
taken advantage of opportuni-
ties to emphasize Mormon
similarities with mainstream
Christianity—even if that
means what some would call
“spinning” certain LDS beliefs.

As noted by Jonathan Darman and Lisa Miller in a Newsweek
cover story, “Romney has positioned himself as the candidate
with conservative principles and strong faith, even adopting
evangelical language in calling Jesus Christ his ‘personal savior’
(vernacular not generally used by members of the Mormon
Church). But when he’s pressed on the particulars of his own
religious practice, his answers grow terse and he is quick to re-
peat that his values are rooted in ‘the Judeo-Christian tradi-
tion.’ ”

Darman and Miller’s article underscores Romney’s religious
faith, with pictures of Romney praying, playing the Mormon
Tabernacle organ, and riding his bike as an LDS missionary.
“Romney’s candidacy will be many voters’ first glimpse into the
world of Mormonism,” Darman and Miller say, “a world that
embraces American ideals of hard work, frugality, self-reliance
and optimism, as well as more off-putting aspects—such as zeal
for evangelism, an image that some see as overly wholesome and
plastic, and secret temple rituals like baptisms for the dead.” 

“It is puzzling that when Newsweek looks at me, what you
mostly see is Mormon,” Romney protested to Newsweek in a
letter to the editor the following week. “I would have thought
that more important to my potential presidency would be my
record as a governor, 25-year business leader, Olympic CEO,
father, husband—and American.”
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Romney’s opponents have not resisted the temptation to
cash in at his faith’s expense. A Utah-based company, Western
Wats, is accused of “push polling” in New Hampshire—asking
survey questions intended to send negative messages. In calls
to New Hampshire residents, voters were asked whether they
knew that Romney received military deferments when he
served an LDS mission in France, that Romney’s faith did not
allow blacks to hold the priesthood until the 1970s, and that
Mormons believe the Book of Mormon is superior to the Bible.
The state’s attorney general has launched an inquiry into the
matter but has not yet determined what organization was be-
hind the survey and if it had any direct connections with an-
other candidate.

Mike Huckabee, an ordained Baptist minister who has risen
to the upper echelon of candidates after winning the Iowa cau-
cuses, played the Mormons-are-strange card in a recent inter-
view with The New York Times. “Don’t Mormons believe that
Jesus and the devil are brothers?” he asked the reporter. Within
twenty-four hours after an Associated Press story carried
Huckabee’s comments, the LDS Church issued a statement
which only vaguely implies Jesus’s and Lucifer’s relation as
spirit brothers and emphasizes Mormon similarities, rather
than differences, with historic Christianity: “Like other
Christians, we believe Jesus is the divine Son of God. Satan is
a fallen angel. As the Apostle Paul wrote, God is the Father of
all. That means that all beings were created by God and are
His spirit children. Christ, however, was the only begotten in
the flesh, and we worship Him as the Son of God and the
Savior of mankind.” Huckabee later apologized to Romney for
the comment. 

LDS Church Responds to the Media

THE QUESTION ABOUT JESUS AND SATAN BEING
brothers is exactly the kind of controversy the LDS Church has
been anticipating for months. In early October, the LDS Public
Affairs department hosted its first online press conference as a
way to educate the media about Mormonism. Michael
Otterson and Kim Farah answered questions that were either
phoned in or emailed to Church headquarters. Utah-based re-
porters were allowed to observe the conference but not to par-
ticipate. On the same day, the LDS newsroom posted online
video clips, including one in which Elder M. Russell Ballard of
the Quorum of the Twelve asserted that Jesus Christ “is the
center of all that we do.”

In early November, Elder Ballard and newly called Apostle
Quentin L. Cook made a round of visits to the editorial boards
of major American newspapers and magazines “to address
misconceptions” reporters have about the Church. Ballard and
Cook, who serve on the Church’s Public Affairs Committee,
spent about an hour each with the editorial boards of USA
Today, U.S. News & World Report, the Washington Post, the Wall
Street Journal (in New York), the New Republic, and the
National Review.

In his interview with U.S. News & World Report, Ballard re-
emphasized that “Jesus Christ is the center of everything we

teach and believe,” but he also set Mormonism apart from
mainline Christianity. “God the Father, Jesus Christ, the Holy
Ghost [are] separate individuals,” Ballard said. “When you go
door to door, as we did as young men, and talk to the average
person—the theologians might have a different view—but
people think of them as distinct.”

Following Huckabee’s comment on Jesus and Satan, stories
about Mormon belief appeared in several national media out-
lets, including The New York Times, Los Angeles Times, and
Newsweek. Some of these stories touched on topics the LDS
Church finds embarrassing or sensitive.

The Newsweek story bluntly announced that “Mormons be-
lieve in eternal progression and that they may someday become
gods.” The Los Angeles Times stated that in Mormon theology,
“the savior and the devil are both sons of God”; the paper also
described what Mormon garments look like—”a boxers and T-
shirt set embroidered with sacred symbols.” The New York Times
explained that “Mormons believe that God has a body of flesh
and bone, in human form, and that Jesus does, too.”

When FOXNEWS.COM submitted questions about Mormon
beliefs to the LDS Church, the response it received distanced
Mormons from many of its peculiar but long-held doctrines. 

“‘Kolob’ is a term found in ancient records translated by
Joseph Smith,” LDS officials explained, glossing over the Pearl
of Great Price’s assertion that “Kolob is set nigh unto the throne
of God” (Abraham 3:9). “Joseph Smith did not provide a full de-
scription or explanation of Kolob nor did he assign the idea par-
ticular significance in relation to the Church’s core doctrines.”

When asked by FoxNews.com whether Mormons could be-
come “gods and goddesses” after death, LDS Public Affairs
quoted Paul’s reference to being “joint heirs with Christ.” “The
goal is not to equal them or to achieve parity with [God the
Father and Jesus Christ],” the statement adds, “but to imitate
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“Truthfully boys, ordinarily we wouldn’t give you the time of 
day . . . but anybody who pisses off Huckabee supporters 

so much has to have something interesting to say.”

JE
A

N
E

T
T

E
 A

T
W

O
O

D

71-79_update.qxp  1/16/2008  11:04 AM  Page 77



PAGE 78 DECEMBER 2007

Over the next several days, O’Donnell attempted to defend
the legitimacy of his attacks, reiterating his position that other
commentators are too soft on Mormons even though, he in-
sisted, they, like him, believe LDS teachings are so bizarre as to
disqualify someone who believes them from running the
country. Nevertheless, reactions to O’Donnell’s attacks were al-
most universally negative. Some protesters, trying to send a
message that this kind of rhetoric is beyond the pale of accept-
ability, have been campaigning for O’Donnell to be fired from
his job at MSNBC as well as from the HBO television series Big
Love, on which O’Donnell moonlights as the attorney for the
polygamist Henrickson family.

AT BYU, HARRY REID SPEAKS OUT ON
HIS POLITICS AND HIS RELIGION

ON 9 OCTOBER, LDS
Senator and Majority
Leader Harry Reid ad-
dressed some 4,000
students in the Mar-
riott Center on the
Brigham Young Uni-
versity campus in
Provo, Utah, re-
counting some of the
hardships he endured
as a young man grow-
ing up in Searchlight,

Nevada and recalling the friendships with Latter-day Saints
that led to his eventual conversion while in college at Utah
State University. He also boldly defended his record as both a
Mormon and a Democrat.

“My faith and political beliefs are deeply intertwined,” Reid
said. “I am a Democrat because I am a Mormon, not in spite of
it.” He added, “Democrats have not always been the minority
[in Mormonism], and I believe we won’t be for long,”

Reid called the invasion of Iraq “the worst foreign policy
blunder in our country’s history” and defended his record as a
pro-unions, pro-life Mormon Democrat. “Some say Democrats
can’t be pro-life,” Reid said, “but I am proof that we can.”

In a press conference following the event, Reid acknowl-
edged that some past Church leaders, such as Ezra Taft
Benson and Ernest L. Wilkinson “were very right-wing people
politically,” a fact he lamented. “Members of the church are
obedient and followers in the true sense of the word, but these
people have taken the church down the path that is the wrong
path.” 

Reid called the Christian Right “the most anti-Christian
people I can imagine” and lamented how their influence has
narrowed the Republican agenda. “They have focused on just a
few issues, flag-burning, gay marriage, abortion,” Reid said. 

“The country has gone beyond that to other issues,” he
added. “We have a country that needs to do something about
health care. Global warming is here. We have a president who
doesn’t know how to pronounce the words.”

and someday acquire their perfect goodness, love and other di-
vine attributes.”

National Pundit Uses Extreme Rhetoric in 
Criticizing LDS Beliefs and Founder

ONE OF THE MOST
extreme negative reac-
tions to Romney’s “Faith
in America” speech
quickly devolved into
an all-out attack on
Joseph Smith and Mor-
mon teachings—an as-
sault that was so over-
board that conservative
evangelicalpolitician Pat
Robertson found him-
self vigorously defend-
ing Mormonism. On the
8 December broadcast
of the syndicated polit-
ical roundtable The Mc-
Laughlin Group, Lawrence O’Donnell, a political analyst for
MSNBC, called Romney’s “the worst political speech of my life-
time” and criticized commentators who have been too afraid to
note that Mormonism “is a racist faith.” O’Donnell continued:
“[Romney], if he believes the faith of his fathers that black
people are black because in heaven they turned away from God
in this demented Scientology-like notion of what was going on
in heaven before the creation of the earth . . .when did he
change his mind? Did the religion have to tell him to change his
mind? And when he talks about the faith of his father, how
about the faith of his great-grandfather, who had five wives?”

O’Donnell then turned his attention to Joseph Smith:
“[Romney’s] religion is based on the work of a lying, fraudulent
criminal named Joseph Smith, who was a racist, who was pro-
slavery. . . . Joseph Smith was a slavery champion—the in-
ventor of this ridiculous religion.” (In fact, Smith ran on an
anti-slavery platform during his ill-fated campaign for the U.S.
presidency.) Later, O’Donnell added “rapist” to his descriptions
of the Mormon founder.

Despite objections by panel moderator John McLaughlin
and fellow panelists Pat Robertson, Eleanor Clift, and Monica
Crawley, O’Donnell continued to press his diatribe. Calling
Mormonism a religion “full of crazy beliefs,” O’Donnell raised
for ridicule LDS teachings about the Garden of Eden being in
Missouri and Christ’s eventual rule over the earth from head-
quarters in Jerusalem and Missouri. “He thinks the world is
going to be ruled from Missouri.” 

O’Donnell eventually summed up the problem he has with
Romney. O’Donnell questions whether Romney, as a believing
Mormon, would have the judgment needed to be president:
“Look, Romney comes from a religion founded by a criminal
who was anti-American, pro-slavery, and a rapist. And he
comes from that lineage and says, ‘I respect this religion fully.’”

S U N S T O N E

LAWRENCE O’DONNELL ON 
THE MCLAUGHLIN GROUP

Mormonism was “founded by a 
criminal who was anti-American, 

pro-slavery, and a rapist.” 

SEN. HARRY REID AT BYU
“I am a Democrat because I am a

Mormon, not in spite of it.” 
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S U N S T O N E

WARREN JEFFS SENTENCED, 
DOCUMENTS RELEASED

AS A UTAH JUDGE SENTENCED FUNDAMENTALIST
leader Warren S. Jeffs to serve two prison terms back-to-back,
newly released papers and videotapes revealed the depth of
Jeffs’s depression and documented his brief renouncement as
prophet of the FLDS Church. 

Jeffs was convicted in September on two counts of rape as
an accomplice because of his involvement in the marriage of a
14-year-old girl to her cousin. Jeffs will serve five years to life
in prison for each count. After the sentence, he was immedi-
ately transported to the Utah State Prison in Draper, but Jeffs is
likely to go soon to Mohave County, Arizona, to face more
charges related to teen brides. Jeffs also still faces a federal
count of flight to avoid prosecution and is named in additional
lawsuits, including one that alleges misconduct as a trustee for
a property trust connected with his church.

The recent release of a mental competency evaluation re-
veals that while awaiting trial in early 2007, Jeffs tried to hang
himself inside his cell. The attempt on his own life led to a visit
to the emergency room and to Jeffs being placed under suicide
watch. Jeffs was diagnosed with a depressive disorder but was
ultimately declared competent to stand trial.

In a video re-
cently posted on
YOUTUBE, Jeffs dic-
tates a revelation to
his brother Nephi in
which Jeffs declares
that he has never
been a prophet and
has been “deceived
by the powers of
evil.”

“I yearn for everyone’s forgiveness for my aspiring and
selfish way of life,” Jeffs says in the video, “in deceiving the
elect, breaking the new and everlasting covenant, and being
the most wicked man on the face of the earth in this last dis-
pensation. Farewell, all of you, for the Lord has promised that
I [will] have a place in the telestial kingdom of God.”

The video also shows Nephi protesting to Jeffs, “This is a
test. You are the prophet.”

Jeff’s renouncement was also documented by a photogra-
pher who took a picture of a note Jeffs attempted to pass to the
judge. But on 10 February, Jeffs made a series of phone calls re-
canting his renouncement and affirming that he remains com-
mitted to the priesthood of the FLDS Church.
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DDeecceeaasseedd..  INIS EGAN HUNTER,
93, second wife of late LDS
President Howard W. Hunter. She
had been a divorcée for twenty-
four years when Hunter, then
president of the Quorum of the
Twelve, married her in the Salt
Lake Temple in 1990. An old ac-

quaintance since 1945, when President Hunter was a bishop
in California, Sister Hunter became reacquainted with him
when she worked at the main lobby of the Church Office
Building, beginning in 1968. As President Hunter’s wife, she
traveled and spoke to Church members worldwide.

DDeecceeaasseedd..  GEORGE OSMOND, 90, patri-
arch of the prominent Osmond family. A
World War II veteran, Osmond helped
launch the entertainment careers of seven
of his nine children and formed the
Osmond Foundation, which later became
the Children’s Miracle Network, raising
funds for children in hospitals. A devout
Latter-day Saint, he served two missions for the Church with
his wife Olive in Hawaii and in the United Kingdom. 

FFeeaattuurreedd.. LDS historian and Pulitzer Prize-winner LAUREL
THATCHER ULRICH, in articles in the Washington Post,
Deseret Morning News, Salt Lake Tribune, and other media out-
lets in connection with her new book Well-Behaved Women 

Seldom Make History. The book, a survey of
centuries of women’s history and discourse
about women, also offers a glimpse into
Ulrich’s own career as a historian. The
book’s title comes from a line Ulrich first
coined in a 1976 article that unexpectedly
became one of the best-known slogans of
feminism and is today produced on

bumper stickers, mugs, and T-shirts. 

WWiinnnneerr..  TODD HERZOG, 22, in the thir-
teenth edition of the CBS reality show
Survivor. Herzog, who identifies as gay and
Mormon, had to complete grueling chal-
lenges, from running long obstacle courses
to eating chicken embryos and baby tur-
tles. As the season’s winner, he receives a $1
million prize. Herzog is the second gay
Latter-day Saint to be featured on Survivor. RAFE JUDKINS
finished third in the Fall 2005 season of the same show.

FFoorrggiivviinngg.. LDS missionaries SEBASTIAN HERREY, 21, and
BRANDON WOOLSEY, 19, of the gang of fourteen teenagers
who attacked them in Bolton, United Kingdom. Herrey, who
is from Sweden, received a fractured jaw and a gashed fore-
head. Woolsey, from Utah, escaped the altercation with a
black eye and a cut lip. The missionaries told the Bolton News
that they don’t hold anything against their attackers and look
forward to serving the remainder of their missions.

In a video of a prison conversation,
Warren Jeffs declares that he was never
the rightful prophet of the FLDS church.
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