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MORMONS MOBILIZE FOR, 
AGAINST PROPOSITION 8

THREE MONTHS BEFORE THE 4 NOVEMBER ELECTION,
the LDS Church issued “The Divine Institution of Marriage,”
giving foundation to the LDS opposition to same-sex marriage
and suggesting that such marriages could “further erode the al-
ready weakened stability of marriages and family generally.”
The document comes as Californians debate Proposition 8, a
measure which, if passed, would ban same-sex marriage in
California. 

Quoting from “The Family: A Proclamation to the World,”
Apostle Dallin H. Oaks, and Life Without Father author David
Popenoe, the 3,800-word document says that “the prospect of
same-sex marriage has already spawned legal collisions with
the rights of free speech and action based on religious belief.” 

The document argues that religious organizations are being
forced to “allow marriage celebrations or receptions in reli-
gious facilities that otherwise open to the public” and predicts
that “children will be taught that marriage can be defined as a
relation between any two adults and that sexual relations are
morally neutral.”

The document clarifies that the LDS Church does not object
the rights of gay couples “so long as these rights do not in-
fringe on the integrity of the family or the constitutional rights
of churches and their adherents to administer and practice
their religion free from government interference.”

“The Church’s opposition to same-sex marriage neither
constitutes nor condones any kind of hostility towards homo-
sexual men and women,” the document states. “As Church
members decide their on appropriate level of involvement in
protecting marriage between a man and a woman, they should
approach this issue with respect for others, understanding,
honesty, and civility.”

Since last May, when the California Supreme Court recog-
nized the right of gay and lesbian people to marry, the Church
has been actively protesting. “The Church teaches that mar-
riage between a man and a woman is ordained of God and that
the family is the basic unit of society,” a Church official stated
shortly after the decision was announced. “Yesterday’s
California Supreme Court decision is unfortunate.”

Since then, the LDS Church asked members in California to
“do all you can to support the proposed constitutional amend-
ment.” Members mobilized to raise funds, post signs, canvass
neighborhoods, and make calls in favor of Proposition 8. On
29 June, Apostles M. Russell Ballard and Quentin L. Cook,
along with Seventies Lance B. Wickman and L. Whitney
Clayton, met with the stake presidents of California via an in-
teractive telecast to discuss LDS involvement on the issue. 

“We are asked to use ‘our best efforts’ and to do ‘all we can’
to support this initiative with both our ‘means and time,’”
wrote director of Orange County Public Affairs Joseph I.
Bentley in an email widely circulated over the Internet. The

email included an attachment with talking points created by
Newport Beach Stake President Wheatherford Clayton. “More
talking points... are being prepared,” the email explained, “and
will be provided through proper channels by LDS Church HQ
in Salt Lake City.”

Mormons Write in Favor of Proposition 8; 
Arguments Are Contended

ARTICLES IN FAVOR of Proposition 8 appeared in Mormon
Times, Meridian Magazine, and other LDS-related publications.
In Mormon Times, popular LDS novelist Orson Scott Card
wrote an article in which he referred to “dictator judges” who
“do not seem to understand … that their authority extends
only as far as people choose to obey them.”

“How long before married
people answer the dictators thus:
Regardless of law, marriage has
only one definition, and any gov-
ernment that attempts to change
it is my mortal enemy?” wrote
Card. “I will act to destroy that
government and bring it down,
so it can be replaced with a gov-
ernment that will respect and
support marriage, and help me
raise my children in a society
where they will expect to marry
in their turn.”

“Biological imperatives trump
laws,” Card added. “American
government cannot fight against
marriage and hope to endure. If the Constitution is defined in
such a way as to destroy the privileged position of marriage, it
is that insane Constitution, not marriage, that will die.”

Using a language more forceful than the arguments used by
the Church, Meridian Magazine contributor Glen Greener
wrote an article listing nine negative “consequences [that will
happen] if Proposition 8 fails.” Among them, Glenn states that
“churches will be sued over their tax-exempt status if they
refuse to allow same-sex marriage ceremonies in their religious
buildings open to the public” and that “ministers who preach
against same-sex marriages will be sued for hate speech and
could be fined by the government.”

As sections of Greener’s article began to circulate anony-
mously over the Internet under the title, “Six Consequences
the Coalition Has Identified if Proposition 8 Fails,” LDS lawyer
Morris A. Thurston issued a 3,700-word document critiquing
the alleged consequences. 

“The arguments used in ‘Six Consequences...’ are false, mis-
leading, and based on faulty logic,” writes Thurston. “Almost
every legal case alluded to is misrepresented. The passage or
failure of Proposition 8 will not affect any of the scenarios
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posed by this document; all of
the so-called ‘adverse conse-
quences’ are illusory.”

In one of his six points,
Thurston takes issue with the
notion that children will have to
be taught that same-sex mar-
riage is just as good as tradi-
tional marriage. 

“No provision of the
Education Code requires any
teacher to teach that same-sex
marriage is ‘just as good’ as tra-
ditional marriage,” Thurston
writes. “Teachers are to teach re-
spect for marriage and com-
mitted relationships, and
Proposition 8 will not change
this law.”

Thurston also critiques the prediction that ministers who
preach against same-sex marriages may be sued for hate
speech--an alleged consequence that seems to come from a
statement Apostle Dallin H. Oaks made on an August 2006 in-
terview. 

“The Owens case, on which [Greener’s] statement is based,
was brought well before gay marriage was legal in Canada and
did not involve a minister, but a private citizen,” writes
Thurston. “The current Canadian law on hate propaganda ex-
cludes any speech if it is spoken during a private conversation
or if the person uttering the speech ‘is attempting in good faith
to establish by argument an opinion on a religious subject’
Thus, even ministers who preach against same-sex marriages
in Canada have no risk of legal liability or government fines.”

Deseret News Relents

THE DESERET NEWS made the early decision to publish let-
ters to the editor only if they favored Proposition 8, but after
complaints by the Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation
(GLAAD), the LDS-owned paper agreed to publish a single
piece against the initiative. In the editorial, Utah Pride Center
executive director Valerie Larabee rejected the notion that if
Proposition 8 fails, churches will be forced to marry same-sex
couples. 

“Religions pick and choose who they will marry without re-
gard to who is legally allowed to marry,” Larabee wrote. “To be
married in a Mormon Temple, one must meet very strict cri-
teria. Although people who wouldn’t pass that test are allowed
to marry legally, the LDS Church has every legal right to deny
them a temple marriage. The Catholic Church will not marry
anyone who has been divorced . . . Churches who believe oth-
erwise will likewise be guaranteed the free exercise of religion
under the law.”

“Religious organizations, including the LDS Church, should
feel empowered to teach according to the dictates of their own
faith,” Larabee added, “but the government should not be in

the business of picking and choosing what religious tenets to
codify into law and which not to recognize.”

Symposium Session 

ON 9 AUGUST, panelists discussed the role of the LDS
Church in proposition during the Sunstone Symposium in Salt
Lake City. Clark Pingree, a gay man of LDS background who
lives in California, said that his hopes that the Church would
show compassion towards gay people evaporated when he
read the 20 June letter issued by the First Presidency in sup-
port on Proposition 8.

“I felt like a scapegoat of an organization that I once would
have given anything for,” Pingree lamented. “I felt betrayed. I
was being blamed for the destruction of marriage and family. I
felt like I was thrown under the bus by my church and then
backed over a few more times.”

Nadine R. Hansen, an LDS lawyer who lived for many years
in California, said that at the time when the Proclamation on
the Family was issued in 1996, she felt at the time that the
Church would use the document against the legitimization of
homosexuality—and that time has proven her right.

“In the more than twelve years now since the Proclamation
came into existence,” said Hansen, “I am not aware of any time
or circumstance under which the Church has urged members
or government leaders to enact a single measure to strengthen
the family other than legislation that would undermine homo-
sexual relationships.”

GAY MORMONS HOLD PRESS
CONFERENCE

IN AN 11 AUGUST EVENT RECEIVING WIDE ATTENTION
from the local media, national leaders of Affirmation: Gay and
Lesbian Mormons expressed regret at the decision of the LDS
Church to postpone a meeting previously scheduled for that
day between LDS Family Services and the gay-affirming group
(SUNSTONE, April 2008, 76). 

“We were told that it is expected to take several months to
appoint a new director,” explained David Melson, Affirmation’s
senior assistant director. “It was too late to change our travel
plans.”

“Taking the admonition of an earlier prophet to heart, that it
is better for a thing to be underway than under consideration,
we felt that the public presentation was the best means of
moving the conversation forward,” Melson added.
“Affirmation looks forward to meeting with whomever
President Monson appoints as his representative on this issue.”

“Being gay doesn’t automatically equate to being promis-
cuous,” said Olin Thomas, Affirmation’s executive director.
“We would like the Church to recognize the worth of our com-
mitted relationships and help correct the perception some
Church members have that being gay is a disease or a defect.”

Hours after the press conference, the LDS Church issued a
statement chiding Affirmation for holding the press confer-
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LDS attorney, Morris
Thurston challenges the
claims of a doomsday

Meridian magazine article
on the consequences of legal-

izing same-sex marriage.
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ence. “The issues surrounding same-gender attraction deserve
careful attention, not public posturing,” the statement reads.
“It appears from Affirmation’s actions today that it has opted
for a public rather than a private exchange.”

HEYBORNE DISHONORABLY RELEASED
FROM AD CAMPAIGN

MERE WEEKS AFTER LDS ACTOR KIRBY HEYBORNE ap-
peared in a much-discussed Miller beer commercial
(SUNSTONE July 2008: 14-15), his face and upper torso were
expunged from  the advertisements of DEARELDER.COM, a
letter-delivery service for LDS missionaries. The company is-
sued a statement saying that they have made “deliberate deci-
sions to select advertising that is consistent with our message
of missionary support, service, and values.” 

Kirby’s face has been on Dear Elder advertisements for the
past four years. The company is now looking for a new, unbe-
sotted face.
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MMeeddaalleedd.. LDS athletes RYAN MILLAR (in-
door volleyball), RICH LAMBOURNE (in-
door volleyball), NATASHA KAI (soccer),
LACEY NYMEYER (4x100-meter freestyle
relay), TAIRIA FLOWERS (softball),
LAURA BERG (softball), and VALERIE
ADAMS VILI (track and field), during the
2008 Olympic Games in Beijing. With the
exception of Vili, who won a gold medal
for New Zealand, all the medalists were with the U.S. team.
Additional LDS athletes represented New Zealand, Sweden,
and Venezuela.

CCaasstt.. Lapsed Latter-day Saint actress
KATHERINE HEIGL, 29, in a movie adap-
tation of Carolyn Jessop’s memoirs, Escape,
which describes Jessop’s upbringing in an
FLDS family and her flight from that com-
munity. According to Variety, Heigl will also
produce the film. Another studio is
working on a competing project, the movie

adaptation of Elissa Wall’s memoirs Stolen Innocence.

PPaasssseedd  OOvveerr.. Former Massachusetts gov-
ernor MITT ROMNEY, 61, as Republican
presidential candidate John McCain’s run-
ning mate. Romney, who failed to secure
the presidential nomination during the
Republican primaries, quickly became a
strong McCain supporter and a rumored
favorite for the number-two position, but
McCain instead selected little-known Alaska governor, Sarah
Palin. A Washington Post article describes Romney as feeling
“rudely strung along” during the selection process.

FFeeaattuurreedd.. LDS private investigator TROY
DUNN, in his own cable TV show. Dunn,
who is an LDS bishop and an expert at
finding and reuniting missing people, is
featured in The Locator, a show which de-
buted 6 September on the WE channel.
Over the last 18 years, Dunn has helped lo-
cate more than 40,000 people. He recently
sold his business to the Utah-based ANCESTRY.COM but still
takes an active part in searches.

AArrrriivveedd..  A long-awaited son, DANIEL, to Sunstone friends
LES and SHANON GRIPKEY.  As noted in the short biog-
raphy for Les’s article in the December 2007 SUNSTONE they
had been seeking a child to adopt for a very long time. Daniel
is an answer to their prayers, and as you can tell by the pic-
ture, he’s already well on his way to becoming the next
SUNSTONE editor.

Valerie Adams Vili
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