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GAY COUPLE ARRESTED 
FOR KISSING ON LDS PLAZA

LDS SECURITY PERSONNEL ALLEGEDLY DETAINED
and handcuffed a gay couple for kissing in Salt Lake City’s
Main Street Plaza last July. 

Matt Aune, 28, and Derek Jones, 25, believe they were
targeted because they are gay.  Said Aune: “We weren’t doing
anything inappropriate or illegal, or anything most people
would consider inappropriate for any other couple.”

Church spokesperson Kim Farah denied that the couple
was singled out because they are gay. “The individuals came
on Church property and were politely asked to stop en-
gaging in inappropriate behavior—just like any other
couple would have been.”

The arrest generated a wave of protests. Organized mostly
via social networks, hundreds of demonstrators, both gay
and straight, held two peaceful “kiss-ins” at Temple Square.
A third “kiss-in” took place at the San Diego Temple.

One of the “kiss-in” organizers was Deeda Seed, a former
Salt Lake City councilwoman who ten years ago opposed the
sale of Main Street to the LDS Church. “We’re giving a visual
demonstration of the power of love,” Seed said during one of
the protests, “and saying that it should be OK for people to
show affection regardless of their sexual orientation or age.”

BYU graduate Kate Savage attended the “kiss-in” with her
boyfriend, Tristan Call. “It’s as if the doctrine of the impor-
tance of families we’re taught is used to destroy other peo-
ple’s families, and we don’t understand that,” Savage said.

Aune and Jones later appeared on Comedy Central’s The
Colbert Report to talk about the
incident. One of the segments
shows two men passionately
kissing in front of the Salt Lake
Temple. In another segment, two
actors dressed up as Mormon
missionaries kiss on a couch.

City prosecutor Sim Gill de-
clined to press charges against
Aune and Jones, saying that the
entrance to the plaza appears too
much like a public passageway.
“The two individuals believed—
albeit mistakenly—that they
had the right to be there,” Gill
said. “Fairness requires that ei-
ther that property be not open to
the public or you condition that
[openness] in a way that the
person who comes on under-
stands that it is private prop-
erty.”

In late September, LDS offi-

cials quietly changed the signs on the plaza, which now
read, “The [LDS Church] reserves the right to refuse access
to any person for any reason.” “Private Property” signs have
also been added to the area.

The incident reopened wounds that date back almost ten
years, when the LDS Church was embroiled in a legal case
over the right to control behavior and speech on the Temple
Square section of Main Street, which the Church had pur-
chased from the city for $8.1 million. 

“What we’re seeing now is the manifestation of what
should have been obvious from the beginning,” reflects
former Salt Lake City Mayor Rocky Anderson. “The block of
Main Street never should have been conveyed to the LDS
Church. It was a recipe for ongoing resentments between the
LDS Church and those who are not members.” 

LDS CHURCH BACKS LAW 
AGAINST LGBT DISCRIMINATION

ON 9 NOVEMBER, THE LDS CHURCH ANNOUNCED
its support for two Salt Lake City ordinances which
would protect gay and transgender people from housing
and employment discrimination. 

“The Church supports this ordinance because it is fair
and reasonable and does not do violence to the institu-
tion of marriage,” said LDS spokesperson Michael
Otterson during a hearing before the Salt Lake City
Council. “It is also entirely consistent with the Church’s
prior position on these matters. The Church remains un-
equivocally committed to defending the bedrock founda-
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“Hey! No PDA on the Plaza!”
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MORMONISM AND THE
“GLENN BECK PHENOMENON”

SUDDENLY GLENN BECK, RIGHT-WING POPULIST
and libertarian, seems to be everywhere, from his radio
show, with its 9 million listeners weekly, to his TV show,
with its daily 2.5 million viewers, to Time magazine, which
granted him the 17 September cover. His books sell like hot-
cakes, spending weeks on the New York Times bestseller list. 

By design, Beck’s out-of-control persona and poisonous
tongue attract controversy. But recently, critics and commen-
tators have paid more attention to the fact that Beck is a
Mormon. Not Mormon royalty like Mitt Romney, but
Mormon nonetheless, having converted ten years ago, along
with his wife, when the couple lived in Washington state.

The media zoomed in on Beck’s religion after he began
heavily promoting The 5,000 Year Leap—a book by the great

patriarch of Mormon ultra-conservatism, Cleon Skousen.
The book explains how the U.S. Constitution and Judeo-
Christian values have combined to make the United States
the greatest nation on earth. In a recent Salon.com piece ex-
ploring the Beck–Skousen connection, Alexander Zaitchik
tracks Skousen’s transformation from a garden-variety anti-
Communist to a New Word Order conspiracy theorist.
Although left unsaid, the implication of Zaitchik’s narrative
seems clear: Glenn Beck is as paranoid as Skousen.

In a piece for The Boston Phoenix, Adam Reilly identifies
Ezra Taft Benson, the “White Horse Prophecy,” and Section
101 of Doctrine and Covenants as additional ingredients in
Glenn Beck’s Mormon ultraconservatism. “Thanks to
Beck’s chosen LDS influences,” Reilly concludes, “he’s cur-
rently interpreting the first years of the 21st century via a
melodramatic, anxiety-soaked worldview” whose origins
date back to the anti-Mormon persecution and Mormon
apocalypticism of the 19th century.

Author Joanna Brooks agrees, noting Beck’s use of

themes, language, and even emotional displays which ei-
ther derive from or at least resonate with Mormonism.
“How much traction Glenn Beck can muster remains to be
seen,” Brooks concludes in a piece posted in Religion
Dispatches. “But if the American religious right has some-
times been imagined as a monolithic product of the evan-
gelical Deep South and Bible Belt, the rise of Glenn Beck
suggests that those who would understand American con-
servatism might also look West, toward Salt Lake City.”

In light of the emphasis these commentators place on
Beck’s Mormonism as the source of his politics, it is sur-
prising how few clear endorsements Beck has received from
other Mormons. Granted, Beck was asked to host Provo’s
Stadium of Fire three years in a row—one year short of the
all-time record held by the Osmonds—and the conserva-
tive Meridian Magazine speaks of him in mildly favorable
terms. But unlike in 2008, when many proudly pasted
“Mormons for Romney” across their bumpers, Mormons
for Beck seem, like FARMS’s Lamanites, to be a rather small
tribe. Google, at least, is hard-pressed to locate them. Are
LDS Beck enthusiasts too old to blog? Too libertarian to get
nationally organized? Or are they waiting for Beck to an-
nounce his presidential ambitions before they come out?  

Beck’s popularity among the LDS is now further threat-
ened by progressive Mormons who regard him as a disgrace,
and who have been especially vocal since Beck infamously
opined that President Obama has a “deep-seated hate for
white people.” “My instinct is to write this guy off and accord
him all the hate in my heart,” Reese Dixon wrote on the blog
Feminist Mormon Housewives in response to Beck’s comment.
“To apologize to anyone I see and make sure they understand
that he is not a representative of the [Mormon] faith.”

“Jacob S.” echoed a similar sentiment on the blog The
Mormon Left: “Do you suppose that Beck could go from his
radio show where he calls Hillary Clinton a stereotypical
bitch, or a grieving mother/anti-war activist a big prosti-
tute, directly to the temple and feel good about that? Do
you suppose he could be in the foyer after sacrament
meeting and call the nations directly to the south of
America, where the Church is growing exponentially, dirt-
bags as a Honduran walks by, and feel good about that?”

It remains to be seen where Beck’s passionate rhetoric
will take him—and how many Mormons will follow him.
At a time when the LDS Church has been trying to show
that Mormons are patriotic, moderate, and mainstream,
Beck’s antics put a face on Mormonism that LDS leaders
may not appreciate. With his anti-government populism,
and penchant for conspiracy theories, Beck invokes a much
older Mormon style—one that flourished in the 19th cen-
tury, slowly declined in the twentieth, and seemed finally to
have passed away with Ezra Taft Benson and Cleon
Skousen. The “Glenn Beck phenomenon” suggests that this
strand of Mormonism may not be dead after all—just pa-
tiently waiting for the right leader to come along.
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tion of marriage between a man and a woman.”
The ordinances, which make it illegal to fire or evict

people based on gender identity or sexual orientation,
exempts religious organizations, businesses with fewer
than fifteen employees, and some small landlords.

“I represent a Church that believes in human dignity,
in treating others with respect even when we disagree—
in fact especially when we disagree,” Otterson added.
“The Church’s past statements are on the public record
for all to see. In these comments and in our actions, we
try to follow what Jesus Christ taught. Our language will
always be respectful and acknowledge those who differ,
but will also be clear on matters that we feel are of great
consequence to our society.”

According to the Salt Lake Tribune, the announcement
follows more than two months of secret meetings be-
tween LDS officials and some of Utah’s most prominent
gay leaders. 

David Melson, executive director of Affirmation: Gay
and Lesbian Mormons, issued a statement applauding the
LDS Church. “This is an opportunity for the Church to
take a position of leadership to declare an end to the hos-
tilities that have divided our country and our families, to
welcome all of God’s children into the Church of Jesus
Christ,” said Melson. “We are grateful for this first step;
we await the second.” 

Gene Robinson, a gay Episcopal bishop, also com-
mended the Church. “I am so encouraged by what just
happened in Salt Lake City,” Robinson said on NPR.
“[LDS leaders] realized that with their input into the
Prop 8 fight in California, their standing as a national de-
nomination really had suffered from that, and I think this
might be the first gentle melting of what has been a solid
opposition on their part, and I really congratulate them
for that.” 

Appearing on CNN’s The Joy Behar Show, Academy
Award-winning director Dustin Lance Black, who is gay
and grew up in a Mormon household, said he was
“thrilled” by the news. “To a lot of people, it seems like a
little thing because it’s not full acceptance, [but only] a
step towards tolerance—it’s just about non-discrimina-
tion. But if you know that church, you can see that it’s a
signal to the entire population, saying, ‘it’s not OK to dis-
criminate anymore,’ which is such a huge change from
when I was in the Church.”  

One year ago, LDS temples across the country were
the target of massive protests by people unhappy with the
prominent role the LDS Church had played in helping
pass Proposition 8 in California. Two days after Prop 8
was passed, L. Whitney Clayton of the Presidency of the
Seventy held a press conference stating that the Church’s
opposition to same-sex marriage doesn’t equate with hos-
tility toward gays and lesbians. 

Said Clayton: “The Church does not object to rights
for same-sex couples regarding hospitalization and med-
ical care, fair housing and employment rights, or probate

rights, so long as these do not infringe on the integrity of
the traditional family or of the constitutional rights of
churches” (SUNSTONE, December 2008: 77). 

Since then, Equality Utah, a gay rights group, has been
encouraging the LDS Church to support a number of gay-
friendly bills, including a statewide domestic partnership
bill echoing the language Elder Clayton used last year.

Although the anti-bias ordinance applies only to Salt
Lake City, some believe it will model LDS positions on a
larger scale. “Anything good is shareable,” Apostle Jeffrey
R. Holland told the Salt Lake Tribune the day after the
statement was announced. “Everybody ought to have the
freedom to frame the statutes the way they want. But at
least the process and the good will and working at it, cer-
tainly that could be modeled anywhere and even ele-
ments of the statute.”

CHURCH LAUNCHES OWN 
EDITION OF LA SANTA BIBLIA

THIRTY YEARS AFTER PRODUCING AN ENGLISH
edition of the Bible, the LDS Church has just unveiled a
Spanish equivalent: “Santa Biblia: Reina–Valera 2009.”
The name refers to Casiodoro de Reina and Cipriano de
Valera who in the 16th Century produced a translation
which became the basis for most Protestant editions of
the Spanish Bible.

With minor updates to the grammar and vocabulary,
the LDS text is based on the 1909 edition of the Reina-
Valera text, which is now in the public domain. The LDS
edition includes new chapter headings, footnotes, cross-
references, and other aids especially designed for LDS
readers, including excerpts from the Joseph Smith
Translation.

President Thomas S. Monson called the new edition
“the finest Spanish Bible in all the world.”

With some four million Mormons scattered across
Latin America and Spain, Spanish is, after English, the
most spoken language in the Church.

A detailed explanation of the new edition is available
in Spanish at santabiblia.lds.org. The full text is available
online at escrituras.lds.org.

PROP 8 BACKLASH, CIVIL
RIGHTS STRUGGLE COMPARED

ELDER DALLIN OAKS OF THE QUORUM OF THE
Twelve became the target of criticism after he compared
the anti-Mormon backlash that followed the passing of
Proposition 8 to the discrimination and violence African-
Americans experienced in the 1950s and 1960s.

“We have endured a wave of media-reported charges
that the Mormons are trying to ‘deny’ people or ‘strip’
people of their ‘rights,’” Elder Oaks told BYU–Idaho stu-
dents on 13 October.  “We must not be deterred or co-
erced into silence by the kinds of intimidation I have de-
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normal political responses.”
In an interview with Church Public Affairs a few days

after the BYU–Idaho speech, Oaks clarified, “I would say
that the intimidation I refer to in connection to
Proposition 8 was not as serious as what happened in the
South, but I think the analogy is a good one.”

On 14 October, MSNBC’s commentator Keith
Olbermann spotlighted Oaks in his “Worst Person in the
World” segment. Said Olbermann: “One would think
that with the Mormons’ history of having previously
been on the wrong side of integration and the wrong side
of that pesky ‘ancient order’ of one woman per marriage,
that these are subjects about which Elder Oaks would
want to shut the hell up.”

When Proposition 8 was passed last year, protestors
demonstrated in front of several LDS temples
(SUNSTONE, December 2008: 76–79), boycotted some
businesses owned by Church members, and vandalized
some LDS meetinghouses. Mormons contributed an esti-
mated $15 million to California’s Yes on 8 campaign—
nearly half the campaign’s funds in a state where
Mormons make up 2 percent of the population.

Last April President Thomas S. Monson made an oblique
reference to the backlash that followed Prop 8 when he
stated during general conference that “the moral footings of
society continue to slip, while those who attempt to safe-
guard those footings are often ridiculed and, at times, pick-
eted and persecuted” (Ensign, May 2009: 89).

DECEMBER 2009 PAGE 59

scribed. When churches and their members or any other
group act or speak out on public issues, win or lose, they
have a right to expect freedom from retaliation.”

“These incidents of ‘violence and intimidation’ are not
so much anti-religious as anti-democratic,” Oaks added.
“In their effect they are like the well-known and widely
condemned voter-intimidation of blacks in the South
that produced corrective federal civil-rights legislation.”

University of Utah historian Colleen McDannell is
among those who took issue with Oaks’s statement.
“Were four little Mormon girls blown up in the church at
Sunday school? Were there burning crosses planted on
local bishops’ lawns? Were people lynched and their gen-
itals stuffed in their mouths?” she asked. “By comparing
these two things, it diminishes the real violence that
African-Americans experienced in the ‘60s, when they
were struggling for equal rights. There is no equivalence
between the two.”

Bill Russell, J.D., retired professor of American history
and government at Graceland University, agrees that the
comparison doesn’t hold. “It is quite a stretch to compare
any recent suffering experienced by the LDS Church or
its members to that of blacks who met resistance trying
to register to vote or seeking other rights that were de-
nied them,” Russell wrote. “If you go into the public
arena, as the church did, you should expect the other
side will fight back. Articles and letters in publications,
picketing church sites, and boycotting businesses are

P e o p l e

Deceased. ROBERT J. MATTHEWS, 82,
BYU professor of ancient scripture who pi-
oneered research on the Joseph Smith
Translation of the Bible. In the 1940s,
Matthews began to build friendships with
officials of the RLDS Church (now the
Community of Christ), who allowed him
to inspect the original JST documents. Sometimes called the
Inspired Version, excerpts from the translation were included
in the 1979 LDS edition of the English Bible.

Turned 82. LDS President THOMAS S. MONSON, on the
day he presided over the dedication of the Oquirrh
Mountain Temple. The online magazine Slate recently
ranked President Monson first place on its roster of most
powerful octogenarians.

Deceased. Long-time Sunstone community member C. JESS
GROESBECK, 26 October 2009. He was 75. Psychiatrist and
Jungian psychoanalyst, as well as associate professor of psy-
chiatry at the University of California, Davis, he was a prodi-
gious producer of articles and symposium presentations on
Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon.

Sentenced. FLDS member RAYMOND
MERRIL JESSOP, 38, to 10 years in prison,
for sexually assaulting a 16-year-old girl.
Eleven more members of the
Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints are expected to be tried
during 2010 on similar charges. Jessop’s
trial was based on evidence obtained during the April 2008
raid of the Yearning For Zion Ranch near Eldorado, Texas.

Repentant. LDS filmmaker KIETH MER-
RILL, 69, for having set his faith-promoting
film The Testaments in Mesoamerica. “I’m
the guy who made the biggest, most expen-
sive film [the LDS Church] has ever made,
and I put it in the wrong place,” Merrill re-
cently said at a Book of Mormon
Prophecies conference. Merrill explained that recent research
by ROD MELDRUM has led him to believe that the events de-
scribed in the Book of Mormon occurred in North America.
The Foundation for Apologetic Information and Research
(FAIR) recently issued a statement criticizing Meldrum for
producing a DVD that “plants erroneous information, con-
cepts, and expectations in the minds of viewers.”
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